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Statement Of The Central Committee Of The Tudeh Party 

Of Iran On The Sixtieth Anniversary Of The Party 
(From  "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of Iran No. 618, 23rd Sept 2001) 
 
 

Six decades of historic and heroic struggle by the party of workers, women, youth, 
students and intellectuals to emancipate the country from the chain of imperialism, 
reaction, dictatorship and to achieve democracy, freedom, independence and social 

justice 
 
October 2, 2001,  marks the sixtieth anniversary of 
Tudeh Party of Iran (TPI), the party of the working 
class of our country. Sixty years ago, political 
prisoners just released from Reza Shah’s prisons, 
along with other freedom seeking persons in our 
country, founded the party. The founders of TPI 
were comrades of the great revolutionary and 
thinker, Dr. Taghi Erani.  They strove to continue 
the path of the Social Democratic Movement and 
the Communist Party of Iran before them.   
 
The appearance of TPI in the political arena of Iran 
was an important historical event, creating an 
undeniable impact on the political, cultural and 
social life of our country.  In those days, political 
parties survived on the good grace of the regime 
and so played the role of defending internal 
reaction and imperialism. In contrast, TPI raised 
the banner for the rights of the toiling masses. 
From the very onset, the party faced the wrath and 
attacks from all those who benefited entirely from 
internal reaction, dictatorship and imperialism. 
 
The Tudeh Party Of Iran: Impact On The Political 
And Cultural Life Of Our Society   
 
The party's impact on the society can be 
investigated in many ways.  TPI was the only 
political organisation in the country that based on 

realising the aspirations and the will of the 
working class.  It played a unique role in 
organising and educating the working class. In 
the short period that the party enjoyed freedom 
of activity, it influenced the progress of our 
country. 
 
When TPI stepped into the political-class 
struggle, Iran was a semi-feudal and semi-
capitalist society, deeply influenced by a 
reactionary and imperialistic culture. In those 
days, women had no right to vote.  Foreign 
imperialist countries imposed their policies on 
the government and political figures.  Peasants 
were sold along with the land they worked on. 
Political and cultural backwardness, and 
superstition dominated Iranian society.  
 
Within a few years of activity, our party made 
deep inroads into the political-cultural life of the 
country. The first programme of TPI, delivered 
to its first congress in 1944, is a historic 
document showing the revolutionary essence, far 
sightedness, intellectual clarity and progressive 
thinking of our party. It was the first programme 
of a political party in the Iranian contemporary 
history offering the means of achieving trade 
union rights, reduction of working hours to eight 
per day, creating a social security system, 
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establishing land reform, right of women to elect 
and to be elected and gain equal rights and the right 
of religious and ethnic minorities.  
 
More importantly, our party was able to organise a 
large social force from among the workers, women, 
youth and students aimed at realising these 
progressive aspirations.  Members of our party 
played an outstanding role in creating 
organisations: the “United Central Council of the 
Workers and Toilers” in 1944, the first peasant 
unions in 1943,  “the Democratic Organisation of 
Iranian Women” (broadly based women's 
organisation dedicated to the struggle for women's 
rights), “the Organisation of the Tudeh Youth” in 
1943 (a progressive organisation of youth and 
students).  All these reflected clearly the effect our 
party had in organising a vast social struggle for 
fundamental changes in the social life of our 
society. 
  
Our party has also played a major role in 
introducing new thoughts, particularly in 
introducing Marxism and Leninism to Iranians in 
the last six decades. The publication of hundreds of 
books, journals and scientific articles created a 
qualitative change in the familiarity of different 
generations in our country in different scientific 
fields specially in the fields of politics, economics 
and social sciences. Today, even after sixty years, 
those seeking to study the classics on Marxism in 
Farsi (Persian language), their main source of 
reference will be the publications of TPI. The 
reactionary and imperialist forces do not fear our 
party for its material strength, but because of its 
immense intellectual influence and its ability to 
influence events in the country.  
 
The Role and Effect of the Tudeh Party of Iran in 
the Most Important Events of Contemporary 
Iranian History 
 
A scientific study of contemporary Iranian history, 
cannot, in all fairness ignore the key role TPI has 
played in the most important events of the last six 
decades. The degree of creativity and far 
sightedness displayed by our party has been 
enormous.  Our party has utilised the experiences 
of democratic movements both in Iran and 
internationally to direct the process of events 
towards creating a democratic, just, free and 
independent Iran.  Revolutionary thinking, 
boldness and search for new solutions to continue 
the process, proposing solutions and showing the 
way forward during extremely complex times of 
the democratic movement are among the unique 
characteristics of TPI. 

The first battlefield for our party was the struggle 
against fascism and its destructive effect on the 
political life of the country. The 1940s coincided 
with the aggression of the united front of fascist 
Germany, Italy and Japan who had dreams of 
domination and absolute slavery around the 
world.  In Iran, the ruling reactionaries of the 
time were preparing themselves to welcome the 
front-runners of Nazi Germany.  Poisonous and 
reactionary thinking of the Nazis had been 
disseminated amongst the Iranian people tainted 
with lies and anti-communist propaganda and 
had successfully poisoned important segments of 
the society.  
 
Under these circumstances, our newly formed 
working class party, embarked on creating the 
party structures, educating its cadres in the 
scientific ideology of Marxism-Leninism. It also 
exposed the true nature of fascism and the 
danger threatening the sovereignty and freedom 
of the nations. The party also strove to unite the 
national forces against this danger and to 
organise and lead the democratic movement to 
push forward and consolidate the gains made in 
the democratic rights and freedoms. The 
publication of the daily “Mardom” [the people] 
also known as the “antifascist Mardom” and the 
wide ranging activities of the members of TPI 
were able to transform the poisonous political 
climate of the country and unite the broad based 
population of the country against the fascism and 
its dangers. 
 
Another arena of struggle for the party in those 
years was to unite and organise all democratic 
forces for the nationalisation of the oil industry 
and to struggle against the corrupt Pahlavi 
dynasty, under Mohammed Reza Shah, propped 
up by the imperialists. Many historical 
documents, some of which were recently 
released by imperialist countries like United 
States and the Britain’s document centres, bear 
witness to the fact that reaction and the 
imperialism had viewed and targeted the party as 
its main enemy. Even the political opponents of 
TPI believed that the party had been attacked by 
the forces of reaction and imperialism because of 
its unflinching persistence in promoting the 
people’s interests and aspirations.  
 
Dr. Shayegan, a prominent leader of Iran's 
“National Front”, one of Dr. Mosadegh’s 
comrades, and also the defence lawyer of the 
imprisoned Tudeh Party leaders, said: “Today, I 
can also prove that they should not be on trial…. 
They have been contributing to this country. To 
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understand the reality, it is necessary to understand 
their ideas.…  They did not think of themselves or 
the interest of their families. They work for the 
public good.… They have made a wonderful class 
of thought, a class of educating the people. The 
attack against the Tudeh Party starts from this point 
that they were educating the people. They taught 
the workers and peasants the cause of their 
unfortunate existence, the root causes of their 
living conditions and what has to be done for 
liberation.  This was the biggest crime of the Tudeh 
Party.”  
 
During this highly dynamic period of history, until 
the coup de'tat of August 18, 1953, the Tudeh Party 
of Iran, succeeded in deepening the anti-imperialist 
aspect of the movement for the nationalisation of 
the oil industry, despite ongoing attacks by the 
security forces and its struggle in semi-clandestine 
conditions. Despite its initial opposition to Dr. 
Mosadegh’s initial policies at the beginning of his 
premiership, TPI remained his sole ally.  When 
important segments of the religious forces, under 
the leadership of Kashani and important members 
of the leadership of the “National Front”, turned 
their back on Dr. Mosadegh and his government, 
the Tudeh Party stood by him to the end.  It was the 
members of the Tudeh Party who to the last 
moment stood by the democratic movement and it 
was the Tudeh officers who sacrificed their lives 
and with their blood guaranteed the continuation of 
the democratic movement.  
 
The coup of August 18, 1953 succeeded in 
bringing an absolute domination of the 
monarchical dictatorship entirely dependent on 
imperialism. TPI, endured heavy losses but 
survived.  Despite the fact that thousands of its 
members across the country, were attacked, 
detained and tortured, our party, due to its deep 
roots among the masses, powered by the 
antagonistic contradictions of Iranian society, 
could not be brought to its knees. 
 
Creating the underground organisation, the heroic 
struggles of our comrades like Comrade Tizabi, the 
historic trials in court of Comrade Hekmatjoo and 
Khavari, the struggles of comrades (like Touraj 
Haidari Bigvand) and later in 1970s, the founding 
of “Navid” underground organisation by Comrade 
Rahman Hatefi (Haider Mehregan) broke the fear 
created by the dictatorship.  Thus the party was 
able to play its part in the 1979 Revolution. 
 
The influence of “Navid” in the anti-dictatorial 
movement can be gauged by the fact circulation 
had reached hundreds of thousands on the verge of 

the revolution.  TPI, realising the people’s 
readiness for the final battle against the 
monarchy, anticipated the possibility of victory.  
At this point the party invited all the patriotic, 
nationalist and freedom fighters to unite in a 
united front to launch the final assault against the 
dictatorial regime of the Shah. 
 
The party incessantly and without flinching for a 
moment, tried to unite the forces which were 
struggling in the same front.  TPI, in its public 
address on July 21, 1978 offered its practical 
programme for a broad based front of forces 
which should begin overthrowing the monarchy 
and establish a republic that would embrace far-
reaching changes in all aspects of social life. 
 
Our party deployed all its political and 
organizational force behind the revolutionary 
struggle. Tudeh partisans fought side-by-side 
other progressive forces and freedom fighters in 
the barricades.  During the first few days 
following the victory at the political phase of the 
revolution, and the total collapse of the 
monarchy, our party put forward the “United 
Front of the People” as the only way to guarantee 
the success, continuation and deepening of the 
revolution onwards to subsequent stages. 
 
The documents of the 16th plenary session of the 
central committee stated: “The working class and 
its party, the Tudeh Party of Iran, will engage all 
its resources to protect the united front arising 
practically from all patriotic and freedom 
seeking sections of the society.  Our party will 
counter all efforts of the enemy attempting to 
undermine this unity”.  Not getting a positive 
response to this clear invitation, gave the 
enemies of the revolution an opportunity to 
attack the disjointed revolutionary forces.  
 
Some leaders, particularly, Khomeini, left the 
revolutionary path and along with it, the genuine 
and democratic aspirations of the revolution.  
Instead, they choose to impose on the people, a 
backward-minded, anti-democratic structure, 
thus stalling the revolutionary process that was 
underway.  The influence of our party on the 
revolution was to such a degree that Ali 
Khamenei, the current supreme leader, admitted 
several years later (in 1993):"During a period of 
time and at the beginning of the revolution, 
everything was being manipulated by the Tudeh 
Party…. I and everyone else could feel that, just 
after the revolution, the Tudeh and the left, 
especially the Tudeh, were dominating 
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everything and were trying to divert the path of the 
revolution". 
 
But what was this diversion the supreme religious 
leader is referring to?   Historic documents on the 
period just after the February 1979 revolution 
clearly indicates that our party was persistent in its 
struggle to realized the aspirations of the 
revolution. It transformed the political climate of 
the society by popularising progressive slogans: the 
necessity for land reform, a struggle for an 
affirmative employment law, opposing reactionary 
employment bills, mobilising the country’s 
defences when Iraq invaded Iranian territory, 
firmly opposing the continuation of the war after 
the enemy was driven back to the internationally 
recognised borders, standing against the bigotted 
attempts by the reactionaries confuse their 
backward views with the true aims of the 
revolutions.   
 
All these factors  brought fear to the hearts of 
reaction.  For these very reasons, the reactionaries 
mounted their assault on the gains of the revolution 
and our party, helping them to consolidate their 
despotic grip over the people. They had the 
complete backing  of the intelligence services of 
the United States, Britain, Israel, Turkey and 
Pakistan.  Thus their well-engineered and broad 
attack ended in the arrests and detention of 
thousands of our member and followers.  The 
assault of 1983 against our party was an attack 
against the revolution and a turning point in the 
fate of the revolution.   
 
Tudeh Party Of Iran In The Critical Events Of 
Recent Years 
 
The role and impact of the Tudeh Party of Iran on 
the events of the recent years in our country, is 
another valid evidence of the creative approach of 
our party in relation to the events and funding 
solutions that have been proven right in the 
historical test of events.  
 
While several political forces, influenced by 
western media, were hoping that a “pragmatic 
man” from within the regime, will lead Iran 
towards “renovation” and even freedom, TPI in its 
Central Committee meeting in March of 1990, 
analysed the country’s situation and the rulers 
maneouvers to save the regime.   It concluded that: 
“our country has a medieval totalitarian religious 
regime in power.  In the name of  “Feghahat-e-
Islam” (the absolute rule of the supreme religious 
leader), this regime has committed atrocious crimes 
and has no regard for human rights whatsoever…. 

If we accept the fact that the very concept of  
“Velayat-e-Faquih” that puts the destiny of 
millions of people in the hands of despots who 
consider themselves above any law, then we 
have to turn the edge of our struggle towards this 
fundamental obstacle.  
 
The purpose of “freedom and peace” slogans 
selected in the plenary meeting of December 
1981 was to broaden the spectrum of forces 
participating in the front to fight against the 
despotic rule of  “Velayat-e-Faquih”.  Currently, 
both inside and outside Iran, forces and 
individuals opposing the principle of Velayate 
Faghih are not very few…At the same time, 
there are individuals and forces that presently 
play a certain role in the ruling regime.  They 
have religious beliefs but there is evidence of 
their willingness to cooperate with other forces 
to dispose of Velayat-e-Faquih.  Disposing of the 
principle of the supremacy of the rule of the 
spiritual leader that forms the core of the ruling 
regime’s ideology, will need to be replaced with 
a democratic principle, and therefore requires a 
fundamental change in the constitution.  
 
Thus, the slogan “Dispose of Velayat-e-Faquih” 
is a tactical slogan aimed at achieving a strategic 
goal. The same is true of the struggle for 
freedom and democracy, which ultimately serves 
to reach that final goal…” 
 
Today, eleven years after adopting this analysis, 
its legitimacy is evident for the vast section of 
political forces. It was based on such an 
understanding of the events in Iran, that our 
party, during the presidential elections of June 
1997 and then June 2001, proclaimed that it is 
impossible to realise the slogans of the reform 
movement, achieve a civil society and freedom, 
while circumstances that allow the “Velayat-e-
Faquih” regime to exist, prevails.  
 
Four years after the presidential elecations of 
June 9th 1997, and trying times, including the 
state-sponsored assassinations of prominent 
opponents of the regime, the vicious attack on 
the pro-reform 2nd Khordad movement (named 
after the date of the presidential elections of June 
7th), in May, the increasing pressure on this 
movement to undermine its role as an organised 
pro-reform social force, along with the 
suppressing of critical press and finally the 
arrests of religious-national critics, have proven 
wrong all those theories purporting that all kinds 
of freedom can be had within the framework of 
“Velayat-e-Faquih” regime.  
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Today, as in the past, TPI, drawing on its scientific 
ideology and its 60-year historic experience, 
believes that the future destiny of our people and 
achieving freedom and establishing a popular and 
democratic regime, will be impossible unless all 
freedom-loving forces struggling for people’s 
rights unite. Creating an anti-dictatorship front, 
relying on pro-reform social forces, i.e. the 
working class and other working people, the youth, 
students and brave women of our country, is the 
historical necessity of the current phase of struggle 
in our nation. We believe that without organising 
these forces, and within the framework of 
“Velayat-e-Faquih” regime, achieving 
fundamental, democratic reforms and stability in 
our country is not possible. 
 
Members, Supporters, and Friends of the Party! 
 
The history of TPI is an indivisible part of the 
history of our people’s struggle for freedom, 
against reaction and despotism. The history of TPI 
is an extension of the history of the Iranian 
Communist Party and the struggle that Iran's social 
democrats initiated a century ago. In the past sixty 
years, the Tudeh Party of Iran, through its class 
struggle and its intellectual influence and 
inspirational guidance, has proved to be a potent 
organising force and has left a remarkable legacy.  
 
Exceptional dedication and selflessness of Tudeh 
partisans in the last 60 years, fills the proud pages 
of our people’s history. In spite of successive 
onslaughts by despotic regimes and reactionary 
forces in the past 60 years, the Tudeh partisans 
have continued to uphold the banner of struggle of 
the workers, resolutely. This history and struggle is 
not only our party’s achievement, but also belongs 
to the history of the progressive and freedom-
loving movement in our country.  
 
However, this in no way means that the Tudeh 
Party of Iran, has made no mistakes in its long 
yars, while confronting enormous difficulties. The 
important task is to analyse and realistically rectify 
these mistakes in order to learn the necessary 
lessons from them.  
 
The reactionary ruling regime, along with other 
professional anti-communists and enemies of our 
party continue to disemminate a massive amount of 
propaganda and malicious accusations against our 
party, as they have done in the past 60 years.  But, 
our people can see through the dirty lies against our 
party. Our people are well aware of the heroic 
history of our party, which in more than six 

decades, has never has never rested from the 
struggle for their rights.  
 
The party has endured vicious attacks by ruling 
regimes and imperialism, a total of tens of 
thousands years of imprisonment, brutal tortures, 
and thousands of martyrs. Not only have these 
failed to destroy our party, but as history 
testifies, the party of people’s silenced heroes, 
the party of Ruzbeh’s, Siamak’s, Kayvan’s and 
Vartan’s, the party of patriotic army officers, the 
party of working class, and the party of martyrs 
of 16 Azar, the party of Tizabi’s, Hekmatjoo’s, 
Fatemeh Modaressi’s, Rahman Hatefi 
(Mehregan)’s, and Keymanesh’s, as always 
firmly and proudly lifts the glorious and blood-
stained banner inherited from Heydar-
Amughlu’s and Erani’s, and will not rest a 
moment until the victory of humanitarian ideals 
of the working class and working people of our 
country are achieved.  
 
The future belongs to the oppressed people and 
popular movement, and Tudeh members and 
supporters, just as in the past six decades, will 
fight side-by-side the people, and will persevere 
to establish an independent, democratic and free 
Iran. 
 
Warmest greetings to all Tudeh martyrs and all 
martyrs of freedom, independence and social 
justice of our nation! 
 
Warmest salutation to all political prisoners in 
Iran, who are resisting in the dungeons of 
“Velayat-e- Faquih” regime! 
 
Long live international solidarity of all workers 
and toiling people of the world! 
 
Forward to the establishment of an anti-
dictatorship united front for freedom, 
independence and social justice, and to dispose 
of the  “Velayat-e-Faquih” regime! 
 
Greetings on the 60th anniversary of the Tudeh 
Party of Iran, the party of workers and toiling 
people of our people! 
 
Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran 
September 23, 2001 
 
 
 


