
Tudeh �ews, International Bulletin of the Tudeh Party of Iran 

 Feb 2008 - �o. 250  Page 1 of 6  

Tudeh News 
International Bulletin of the Tudeh Party of Iran–Feb. 2008 - �o. 250 

International Dept. Address: BM Box 1686 London WC1N 3XX 

Fax: (Berlin: 324-1627) (London: 208 -392 2653) 

e-mail:mardom@tudehpartyiran.org - URL: http://www.tudehpartyiran.org

Statement of Central 

Committee of Tudeh Party of 

Iran on the Upcoming 

Parliamentary Elections 

 
Dear Compatriots, 
As our party and a number of other 
progressive and freedom-loving forces of 
the country had anticipated, the ruling 
reactionaries, brutally violating the people’s 
rights, deprived thousands of election 
nominees in various cities of candidacy for 
the 8th parliamentary elections, based on 
fabricated grounds such as “not loyal to 
Velayat-e Faqih” (Supreme Leader), and in 
reality for not conforming with reaction 
policies that have had destructive impacts 
on various economic, social and political 
areas in our nation. With this action of 
executive [electoral] commissions appointed 
by the reaction, the opportunity to hold an 
election in which people would have the 
smallest chance to elect their 
representatives was lost. Following the 
broadcast of the extent of disqualifications 
in various cities, the press reported an 
extraordinary meeting among Khatami 
[previous reformist president], Hashemi 
Rafsanjani [the 4th president, prior to 
Khatami], and Karroubi [reformist Speaker 
of the 6th parliament] to resolve the crisis, 
subsequent to which, a meeting between 
Khatami’s and Khamenei [the Supreme 
Leader] was reported by the media. 
We had previously pointed out that the 
reaction would pursue the policy of “offer 
nothing, to settle for the least”, aiming to 
force state reformists to settle for a minimal 
participation in the elections, the outcome of 
which would have no impact on the balance 

of power in the parliament, and the reaction 
would be able to resume its devastating and 
disastrous monopoly over the Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial power. 
Implementing this plot will have two main 
advantages for the reactionary ruling forces. 
First, with the partaking of state reformists in 
this process, the ruling reactionaries could 
claim that a real election was held and they 
took parliament seats by winning the 
majority of “popular votes”. Secondly, the 
participation of state reformists in this 
process will more than ever dissociate them 
from their social roots and will end up with 
their full political discredit, particularly 
considering the events of the last 3 years, 
i.e. escalation of brutal suppression of 
freedom and rights of people, including 
attack on the trade union movement and 
imprisoning labour activists, broad assault 
on universities to silence the student 
movement, brutal detention and 
suppression of women’s movement, and 
also deepening of poverty and deprivation 
of majority of population. 
Furthermore, with maneuvers like this, the 
reaction would be able to divide the broad 
front of reformist forces more than ever and 
pose difficulties for them, and at the end get 
rid of its political competition at the least 
cost. 
While warning about taking such policies, 
the result of which would be more 
compromises and yielding to the demands 
of the ruling reaction under the pretext of 
“preserving the system” and “national 
security”, in recent weeks our party pointed 
out that the proper way to fight the policies 
and maneuvers of the reaction is to mobilize 
the popular movement and to step up the 
protests against the policies of the executive 
bodies of elections and the Guardian 
Council of the reaction regime. We stress 
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that without a broad protest campaign 
across the nation, without solemn 
confrontation with extensive cleansings and 
disqualifications, the ruling reaction could 
not be forced to retreat and submit to 
people’s demands simply by preaching 
“compassion for the sake of the system” 
and through behind-the-scene negotiations. 
Amid the news of extensive disqualifications 
of state reformist forces, unfortunately we 
not only don’t see any significant measures 
to mobilize public opinion protest but what 
we are witnessing is the attempt of a 
number of the leaders of state reformists to 
bargain with the leaders of reaction to 
“moderate” their demands. The 
“moderation” policy that has been pursued 
in the recent months by individuals such as 
Rafsanjani and Karroubi and also a number 
of reformist leaders, means nothing but full 
conformity with the demands of the leaders 
of Velayat-e Faqih regime to completely put 
the reform process in the ground. This 
policy is the extension of the same tested 
and failed plan of “active silence” and 
“bargaining at top” that during the reformist 
governance [of Khatami] led to disbelief of 
people in the reform process, yielding of 
Khatami’s government to unprecedented 
election rigging and installing Ahmadi-Nejad 
as president. Repeating the failed attempts 
and policies disastrous results of which are 
clearly known to all, could not be considered 
again as a political mistake or ignorance, 
but should be considered as disbelief of 
these forces in people’s interests and 
reform movement and turning their back to 
it. 
Dear compatriots, 

Under the regime of Velayat-e Faqih 
[Supreme Leader], there would be no 
prospect for holding free elections, as is in a 
number of countries around the world and 
people learn about the programs and plans 
of various political forces before electing 
their deputies. We still believe that any 
opportunity, no matter how small, must be 
explored and utilized for the sake of 
advancing the interests of the popular 
movement. In the recent decades, all 
election processes in our country, more or 
less and to various degrees, have been 
under the censorship of the ruling reaction. 
Nevertheless, in the recent years, whenever 

people of the nation had the smallest 
opportunity to raise their voice in protest to 
the continuation of the absolute rule of the 
Velayat-e Faqih regime, have smartly 
utilized any practical means to express their 
opinion. The saga of 23 May 1997 [when 
reformist Khatami was elected as 
president], despite all the attempts of the 
reaction and monitoring of the Guardian 
Council, created the opportunity to turn the 
presidential elections into a referendum 
against the reaction and its official 
candidate, and by electing Khatami opened 
the road to reforms and changes in favor of 
people’s interests, no matter how small and 
limited. In the past 3 years, the reaction 
leaders have overtly spoken about the perils 
that the eight-year state reforms have 
created for them, and have said that would 
not allow this to happen again. Extensive 
disqualifications in recent days is part of this 
same policy that if proves to be successful, 
will be repeated again by the reaction in the 
next year’s presidential elections. 
The noble people of Iran, 
Every effort must be made to stop reaction 
imposing its demands once again on our 
nation by disqualifying thousands of dissent 
nominees. If this trend continues, and the 
policy of extensive disqualifications doesn’t 
change, it is clear that the upcoming 
election would be nothing but a discredited 
propaganda show. Once again we call upon 
all the freedom-loving and progressive 
forces of the country, and also the state 
reformists to confront and resist against the 
policies of the reaction. It seems that it 
would have been appropriate if the state 
reformist and forces in 23-May front would 
have made their presence and participation 
in the election conditional upon cancelling 
and stopping the massive disqualifications. 
This is because in this election, taking the 
crucial responsibility of representing the 
people would require the presence of an 
effectual and determined force in the 
legislative, particularly in the current critical 
conditions of the country, i.e. colossal 
economical and social problems, deepening 
political deadlocks, and growing tensions 
between the people and the rulers 
domestically, and complexity and 
vulnerability of the relations of the country 
with other countries of the world. Presence 
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of deputies filtered through disqualifications 
in the next parliament, can only mean 
representation to implement the plans of 
executive forces in their interests, and 
would leave no room to represent the 
people’s will in approving or rejecting the 
laws that are key to the destiny of nation. 
After the incidents of the 6th parliament and 
the 7th and 8th presidential elections and 
experiencing the forceful, populist, non-
professional and factional policies of the 7th 
parliament [taken over by fundamentalists] 
and the 9th president [Ahmadi-Nejad], 
people are prepared to vote once again for 
the state reformists in order to advance the 
cause of reform. Compromising, concession 
and bargaining in such moments, for 
whatever reason, would waste this 
exceptional opportunity, which reformists 
actually owe it to the 7th parliament and the 
9th president! 
It is only through a broad protest movement 
that the exerted policies could be stopped 
and diverted. By relying on the social forces, 
we must defend the basic rights of people to 
elect their actual representatives. 

 

Central Committee of Tudeh Party of 

Iran 

30 January 2008 

Reflections on the Positions 

of Various Forces on the 8th 

Parliamentary Elections, and 

Our Position 
(Abridged from "�ameh Mardom", Central Organ 

of the Tudeh Party of Iran �o. 781, 5
th
 Jan. 2008) 

 

ith the start of candidate 
registrations for the 8th 
parliamentary elections in Iran and 
the fast approaching election time, 

the issue of the country’s current problems 
and how to deal with the election issue are 
more and more becoming the focal point of 
debates among political forces. According to 
the internet news site “Emrooz”, the speaker 
of the reformist coalitionDsaid “Our strategy is 
to take part in the elections, create a context 
for broad participation, and strengthen the 
mentality in society that taking part in the 
elections and participation is the only way to 

fix the current issuesDOur main strategy is to 
form a strong parliament worthy of this nation, 
which will have a correct understanding of 
international state of affairs, and our national 
prioritiesDwe will pay attention to social 
needs and we believe those concerns should 
be addressed.” He also pointed out: “Lately 
positive news of some concessions to 
denounce behaviours during the recent 
elections...Therefore the HQ of reformist 
coalition is asking all experienced managers 
and elite to go out on Saturday and register 
their candidacy so that we may have a firmer 
and clearer guarantee with regards to a 
desired election.” 

The Mojahedin of Islamic Revolution 
Organization also issued a statement 
criticizing the deplorable record of the seventh 
parliament, and called for the active 
participation of people and candidates in the 
election. They stated that: “Today after four 
years and at the brink of the election for the 
eighth parliament we can analyze the effects 
of the actions of the parliament on our nation, 
and can have a fair assessment of those 
slogans and promisesDIn our opinion, that 
level of irresponsibility and wastefulness [of 
the 7

th
 Parliament] could have been 

overlooked if it was accompanied by solving 
problems and bringing up the standard of 
living of the peopleDThe current condition of 
the country is the result of a change that 
started four years ago with the election of the 
7

th
 parliament, and was completed with the 

election of the 9
th
 president [Ahmadi-Nejad].” 

DSaeed Hajjarian [a prominent reformist] 
defends the theory of “pressure from bottom, 
bargaining at top”Dand talks about the issue 
of eligibility of candidates, to be determined by 
people and not by the Council of GuardiansD 

W
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Meanwhile, a number of social and political 
figures have attacked the Guardian Council 
and pointed out its destructive role in recent 
years, and that “the ballot box of the Guardian 
Council will not bring about democracy.” Also, 
during a fiery speech, Ayatollah Taheri called 
the continued “approbation supervision” of 
Guardian Council as the death of the 
revolution and the constitution. Nehzat Azadi 
(Freedom Movement) also released a 
statement D called for the dismissal of the 
members of Guardian Council, and for 
international monitoring of the 8

th
 

parliamentary elections. 
We agree that the current critical situation in 
the country is the direct result of the 
destructive and anti-national policies of forces 
that during the past four years have had an 
absolute control over the parliament, and the 
executive and judicial powers. By relying on 
the Supreme Leader, they have implemented 
a number of domestic and foreign policies 
without any impediment, the results of which 
have been disastrous for our nation. The 
brutal and fearless “approbation supervision” 
of the Guardian Council during the last 
elections, deprived a large number of 
reformists – who had control of the 6

th
 

parliament – of entering the elections of the 7th 
parliament and thus lay the grounds for the 
forces loyal to the Supreme Leader to take a 
majority control over the 7th parliament. After 
conquering the parliament, the Guardian 
Council once again used its power of 
“approbation supervision” to disqualify Dr. 
Moein during the presidential elections. This 
caused such uproar from the social forces that 
the Supreme Leader was forced to meddle 
and to calm the situation. The widespread 
rigging of the elections by Pasdaran 
[Revolutionary Guards Corps] and the 
regime’s security forces to bring Ahmadi-
Nejad to power, along with the silence and 
compromise of the Khatami government about 
these obvious violations – along with disparity 
among social and political forces – gave the 
reactionaries the chance to put an end to the 
“state reforms” project and to monopolize all 
levers of political power. The realization of this 
plan of the dark-minded and reactionary 
forces, overall was a backward step for the 
popular movement and the process of reforms 
from the top, whose results could be seen in 
many fronts; from the intensifying the political 
stifling, raids by the security forces on the 
labour, women and student movements, 

expediting privatization, and widespread 
poverty and deprivation. 
Despite the take of many of the regime’s 
theorists, the homogeneity of the power not 
only didn’t contribute to stability of the 
Supreme Leader regime but the 
implementation of deeply irrational and 
monopolistic policies of the government led to 
the creation of new rifts among the forces 
loyal to the Supreme Leader. This resulted in 
the creation of a new crisis within the structure 
of the regime, and this time in new 
dimensions. 
Based on the aforementioned points, it was 
clear from long ago that the ruling reaction is 
waiting to use all its resources to maintain the 
monopolistic control over the levers of political 
power. The threatening words ofDKhamenei’s 
[Supreme Leader]Dand some of the heads of 
military and security forces about preventing 
the recurrence of the 6

th
 parliament elections 

is case in point. In these circumstances, only 
by intensifying the pressure on the ruling 
reaction can this plan be defeated. The state 
reformists should not forget that during the 7

th
 

parliament elections, much mediation was 
done from top and what came out of those 
talks – and essentially was nothing but 
surrendering to the will of the monopolist 
forces – was the approval of a small number 
of the reformist candidates and disqualification 
of thousands of them. Repeating the same 
experience, while it could be written off as 
inexperience and seduction the first time, will 
have a different meaning this time. 
Optimism about the retreat of reaction without 
exerting significant pressure from the majority 
of the people and the social forces is a vain 
thought and ignoring the painful experiences 
of the past. For eight years, the reformists 
followed the policy of “pressure from the 
bottom, bargaining from the top” alongside 
such devastating policies as “active silence”, 
the result of which was the expulsion of 
majority of reformists from the 7

th
 parliament, 

bringing Ahmadi-Nejad to power, blocking 
“state reforms”, and the despair of large 
sections of social forces. 
The reality is that despite the empty and 
Goebbelsian claims of Ahmadi-NejadD the 
regime of the Supreme Leader is faced with a 
serious economic, social and political crisis, 
and international pressures, and the continued 
threat of intervention of Imperialism in the 
internal affairs of our nation, is another factor 
that leaves its mark on the internal events. 
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The progressive and freedom-loving forces of 
our country, and forces defending reforms, 
must mobilize social forces and increase 
pressure on the heads of the regime in order 
to restrict their room to maneuver, and to 
impose their demands for the dissolution of 
“approbation supervision” by the Guardian 
Council. They must also impose the active 
and legal supervision and presence of the 
dissent and nationalist and religious forces in 
the upcoming elections. Repeating the 
experience of the 7

th
 parliament, with the 

participation of a limited number of reformist 
candidates, not only won’t help the progress 
of relative reforms, but will also secure the 
position of the reaction in maintaining their 
monopoly and repeating this move in the 
upcoming presidential elections. 
It is clear that the extent of the public 
dissatisfaction and disgust with the 
performance of regime’s government and 
parliament is very high. If a small window of 
opportunity is given to the popular forces to 
voice their opposition during the elections of 
the 8

th
 parliament, they will once again use 

this opportunity to impose a heavy defeat on 
the reactionary forces. Under the regime of 
Supreme Leader, and on the eve of the new 
elections, the important task is to create that 
small window of opportunity and creating the 
conditions for the election of independent, 
national-religious and dissent candidates. This 
could only be accomplished by relying on the 
widespread mobilization of the populace and 
extensive presence of social forces in the 
battles of the 8

th
 parliament. 

The 8th Parliamentary 

Elections, and the Policy of 

“Offer Nothing, to Settle for 

the Least” 
(Abridged from "�ameh Mardom", Central Organ 

of the Tudeh Party of Iran �o. 782, 19
th
 Jan.  2008) 

fter the deadline for the registration of 
the candidates for the 8th 
parliamentary elections was over, 
election campaigns and tensions 

entered a new phase. In a meeting with the 
elections office members of the Reformist 
Alliance, Mohammad Khatami stated that: “in 
addition to the regular rumors, I have received 
disappointing news indicating some sort of 
close-mindedness and measures to ban many 
faithful, knowledgeable and bright forces from 

participating in the elections. If true, this will 
undoubtedly be against the interests of the 
system and society. I hope what was heard is 
not the formal policy of the electoral chiefs, 
but stemmed from the vision of a few 
insignificant individuals; otherwise, it is clear 
that the most important factor for a decent and 
valuable election, i.e. competition, will be 
absent, and this is something that would not 
be in the best interests of high ranking 
authorities of the system.” 
Mohammad Reza Aref, one of the prominent 
candidates of reformists for the 8

th
 

parliamentDsaid: “the review phase of 
qualifications is very important, decisive and 
critical, particularly because the aligned 
position of monitoring and executing bodies of 
elections is very concerningD” He hoped that 
“what happened in previous elections and 
numerous [nominees] were disqualified, and 
there was no competition in many polls and no 
motivation in people to participate wouldn’t 
happen this time around, because it may force 
some to step aside and withdraw their 
candidacy.” 
Previously “The Committee for Defense of 
Free, Sound and Fair Elections” released a 
statement on January the 2

nd
Din which it 

objected to the position of the Guardian 
Council on approbation supervision, and 
stressed its concerns about the election 
process of the 8th parliament. During the 
registration days, Ahmad Khatami, Tehran’s 
Friday Mass Prayer Imam and one of the 
figures of the ruling reaction told IRNA that: 
“the Supreme Leader lays emphasis on 
approbation supervision; constitutionDhas left 
the supervision to the Guardian Council.”  
To have a clearer picture of the current 
election campaign of various groups and 
factions, a few key points must be noted. First, 
the regime is determined to prevent repeating 
of what happened in 23 May 1997 [election of 
reformist president Mohammad Khatami] in 
any way and with any means. The reaction 
leaders have repeatedly stated 
thatDrecurrence of 23 May events is a 
detrimental poison that would seriously 
threaten the very existence of the Supreme 
Leader (Velayat-e Faqih) Regime. Based on 
such an assessment, it is clear that the 
reaction leaders are looking into renewing the 
7th parliamentary and Ahmadi-Nejad election 
process in order not to allow any fundamental 
changes occur in the current composition of 
parliament. Repeating the experience of the 

A
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7
th
 parliamentary elections would only mean 

that numerous independent and reformist 
candidates would be disqualified and rejected 
massively and only a few candidates of “inner 
circle” will be allowed to participate in the 
elections. Secondly, the homogenous rule of 
dark-minded reaction over the three power 
pillars of country [judiciary, legislative, 
executive], and particularly the damaging and 
deeply monopolistic performance of Ahmadi-
Nejad government, has been a disastrous 
incident that has plunged the country into a 
deep crisis. The 3-year performance, contrary 
to Ahmadi-Nejad’s false claims, more than 
ever indicates ideological bankruptcy of 
regime leaders, and their incompetence under 
the very fragile situation of the world and 
increasing domestic crisisDIn addition to 
escalating the socio-economic crisis in the 
country, the 3-year performance of Ahmadi-
Nejad government has provoked a new wave 
of discontent and deep disgust of people 
against the regime. Under these 
circumstances, holding an election in which 
reformist candidates can widely participate, 
could result in a heavy defeat of ruling 
reaction and their supporters. Third, 
continuation of international tensions and 
particularly threatening words of George Bush 
in his latest trip to the Middle East and 
neighboring countries of Iran, and imperialism 
attempts to continue with its intervening 
policies in the region, will undoubtedly impact 
the developments and political struggles in the 
country. 
Reviewing the recent weeks’ news indicates 
that reaction chiefs are pursuing various 
maneuvers to implement their plots. Bringing 
up the necessity of “moderation” and 
protecting “system interests” against the 
external threats, and highlighting the red line 
of “in- and out-of circle” clearly aims at curbing 
reformists, making them lower their demands, 
and eventually making concessions over 
limited, and actually fruitless, participation of 
these forces in the electionsD 
“Din the eyes of reformists and many of the 
prominent figures of the system, the threat is 
serious and there is no other way left than 
holding the elections, and if any authority, 
whether in government or in the Guardian 
Council, obstructs the holding of a legal and 
free election, it would contribute to the 
continuance of threats and weakening the 
security strength of the country”, said Taaj 
Zaadeh, a state reformist. Chief of Staff at 

elections office of reformistDabout the 
reaction of reformists to potential 
disqualifications, said in a press interview that 
“we look at the disqualifications in two ways: 
one is the concerns and worries of people and 
political groups, and the other is the 
psychological war that the competition is 
waging to demoralize reformistsDif a 
condition develops that we would not have the 
chance to compete and they disqualify all of 
our people, then we wouldn’t fuel an election 
that we have no shares and interests in.” 
The main issue is what level of 
disqualifications would be tolerable to 
reformists. Regime attempts to make them 
settle for a minimum that would not upset the 
composition of the current parliament. Clearly, 
settling for this situation by reformists is 
nothing but turning back to the interests of 
people and reform movement. We believe that 
under current circumstances, a social 
pressure could be exerted through mobilizing 
popular forces that would make the regime 
leaders yield to peoples’ demands. Without 
this social pressure and the powerful force of 
organized people, reactionaries would be able 
to impose their interests on the political forces 
and on the elections process, as the elections 
of the 7th parliament proved to be the case. 
Today, the policy of reaction isDto organize a 
broad psychological-propaganda war, and 
generally the policy of “scare to death, make 
settle for fever”. This policy must be 
counteracted by relying on people and social 
forces. 
We call for active dealing with the current 
elections, mobilizing popular forces, tabling 
radical economical and political policies in line 
with the interests of the people, and taking 
advantage of this opportunity to widely 
publicize the peoples’ demands. We also 
believe that every effort must be made 
through mobilizing social forces, in order to 
build up conditions that people, by 
participating in elections, could defeat the 
most reactionary faction of the ruling forces 
and those faithful to the Supreme Leader. 
Without having the chance to vote for a broad 
spectrum of dissent candidates, and more 
importantly without the real possibility of 
changing the composition of the current 
deeply-reactionary and anti-popular 
parliament, participating in elections would be 
fruitless, and it would wind up boosting the 
reaction plots in the current complex and 
critical situation. 


