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SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  TTuuddeehh  PPaarrttyy  ooff  IIrraann  

OOnn  tthhee  OOccccaassiioonn  ooff  MMaayy  
DDaayy,,  tthhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  

WWoorrkkeerrss’’  DDaayy  
  
VViiccttoorryy  ttoo  tthhee  ssttrruuggggllee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrkkeerrss  
aanndd  wwoorrkkiinngg  ppeeooppllee  ooff  IIrraann  ffoorr  
lliibbeerraattiioonn  ffrroomm  ccllaassss  oopppprreessssiioonn,,  
uunniioonn  rriigghhttss,,  ddeemmooccrraaccyy  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  
jjuussttiiccee!!  
 
Working people of Iran, 
On the occasion of the May Day, the 
International Workers’ Day, the day to celebrate 
the historic struggle of the working class and the 
working people of Iran in the past century, and 
the day to renew vows for the noble ideals of 
the workers for liberation from exploitation and 
oppression, and to gain union rights, Tudeh 
Party of Iran congratulates you, the steadfast 
fighters for freedom, independence, peace, 
democracy and social justice. 126 years ago, 
the first day of May of 1886, Chicago textile 
workers heralded the unrelenting struggle of the 
working class against capitalism, which is still 
going on. 
This year, the workers of the world celebrate the 
May Day at a time when a wide-ranging 
economic crisis is sweeping all the capitalist 
countries of the world. The deep capitalism 
crisis that has driven the EU on the verge of 
collapse and economic bankruptcy has shaken 
the social and economical pillars of the global 

capitalism more than ever. Global capitalism, 
while handing over billions of dollars of 
national wealth of various countries to the 
large corporations and banks in an attempt to 
get out of the current deep economic crisis, 
yet has imposed harsh policies on the workers 
and working people. The democratic rights 
and freedoms of the working class and the 
working of the world have been targeted by 
the monopolist capital and its destructive and 
anti-human policies for unconditional freedom 
of capital and insensitive exploitation of the 
oppressed masses. According to Eurostat 
statistics, the number of unemployed in 
Europe in 2012 is more than 24.5 millions. 
Due to the devastating policies of economic 
austerity imposed by the EU, the 
unemployment rate in some of the European 
countries like Spain and Greece has 
surpassed 20% of the workforce… The 
number of unemployed in OECD in 2012 
exceeded 45 millions… Against this violent 
attack of the global capitalism…the struggle of 
the working class in EU countries, such as in 
Greece, Spain and Portugal, and the 
movement of the workers and working people 
of France during the recent presidential 
election… along with the movement of the 
working people in Latin America, Asia and the 
Middle East, are indications of the escalation 
of the global movement of the working class 
and the profound impact of this struggle on the 
lives of the people across the globe. 
The extensive crisis of the global capitalism… 
has once again cast the dark shadow of 
military conflicts and interference policies of 
imperialism in the world, including in the 
Middle East. The people of the world are 
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rightfully concerned about… waging wars and 
military conflicts by capitalist states to re-
energize the weaponry industry and overcome 
the crisis. The interventionist policies of 
imperialism in the Middle East and Africa, from 
the military aggression and regime change in 
Libya, interference to topple the Syrian regime, 
to plotting against the struggle of the people of 
Bahrain in support of the ruling regime… once 
again discredits the claims of imperialist states 
about defending democracy and human rights, 
and highlights the need of the progressive 
forces of the world to focus on the struggle for 
peace and against the interventionist policies of 
imperialism. 
In Iran, contrary to the false claims of 
Ahmadinejad- the president installed by the 

military and the Supreme Leader and other 
heads of reactionary regime- was the year of 
deepening economic crisis, escalating 
unemployment and poverty, and intensification 
of suppression and pressure by the security-
military forces of the regime which exacerbate 
the living condition of millions of the citizens… 
Even according to the estimates of the Statistics 
Centre of Iran, more than 10 millions of Iranians 
were living under the absolute line of poverty, 
and close to 30 million were living under the 
relative line of poverty… Last year was the year 
to clamp down on the labour movement and 
prosecute and imprison a number of union 
activists, on one side, and worsening of the 
livelihood and job security of millions of workers 
as a result of economic liberalization plans, on 

the other hand. Also, the working people of 
Iran experienced- more than ever- the bitter 
and horrible consequences of the policies of 
the ruling reaction and the sanctions of 
imperialism in their lives… 
The attempt by the reactionary regime to 
revise the Labour Law in favor of the interests 
of the grand capitalists is another serious 
issue that the working class is facing with… 
The goal is to violate the union rights of the 
working people and job security… to take 
back the historic gains of the Iranian working 
class… to replace permanent employment 
contracts with temporary contracts to make it 
easier for the employers to lay off workers at 
any time. The draft of the revisions to the 
Labour Law depicts the nature and character 
of the socio-economic programs of the 
theocratic regime of Iran. Therefore, the 
struggle of the union-labour movement against 
this draft could not and should not be deemed 
separate from the struggle against the 
economic liberalization and the socio-
economic orientation of the regime in 
general… Educational work amongst the 
working masses about these matters is one of 
the most important tasks of the militant forces 
of working class… Despite that fact that a 
series of strikes occurred last year in a 
number of strategic and large plants and 
industries, but due to certain objective and 
subjective reasons, such as the harsh 
suppression, production crisis and the risk of 
plant closures, and the absence of 
independent unions, these strikes did not 
spread and did not last as they should have. 
The weakness and dispersion and defensive 
position of the protests is one of the 
challenges of the union movement of the 
working people which should be resolved with 
patience and vigilance… A powerful, people-
oriented and well organized union whose 
doors are open to all workers is an undeniable 
urgency in the struggle of the popular 
movement against the theocratic despotism 
and the intervention and threats of 
imperialism. One of the significant and vital 
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aspects of the trade union organization of the 
working class in addition to pursue the trade 
and welfare demands, is the urgent need of the 
workers and working people to pursue the 
general democratic demands, i.e. freedom of 
associations, unions, parties and organizations, 
and other social and individual democratic 
freedoms like freedom of speech, opinion, press 
and assembly. Strengthening the ranks of the 
union-labour movement of Iran is an urgent task 
in the current stage of the struggle. 
The destiny and future of the union-labour 
movement is not and could not be separate 
from the liberating and democratic struggles of 
the people. Making ties and connections with 
the general anti-despot movement is one of the 
fundamental and most urgent tasks of the 
union-labour movement of the country… In our 
view, in the current specific stage, the main 
contradiction is the contradiction of the majority 
of social classes and layers with the dictatorial 
political superstructure and its extremely anti-
national economic infrastructure. The working 
class of Iran has common interests with other 
classes and layer in rejecting and discarding the 
theocratic dictatorship and firm and effective 
stance and opposition against foreign 
intervention and threat… 
The working class of Iran as an integral part of 
the global movement of the working people 
fights alongside its brothers and sisters against 
oppression, exploitation, injustice, war and 
aggression. The workers of Iran are a militant 
component of a movement that is challenging 
capitalism, dictatorship, reaction and 
warmongering around the world and promises a 
new future for the humanity. 

HHaappppyy  MMaayy  DDaayy,,  tthhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  WWoorrkkeerrss’’  
DDaayy!!  
GGrreeeettiinnggss  ttoo  tthhee  gglloorriioouuss  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrttyyrrss  
ooff  tthhee  IIrraanniiaann  llaabboouurr  mmoovveemmeenntt!!  
VViiccttoorryy  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee’’ss  ssttrruuggggllee  ttoo  ddiissccaarrdd  tthhee  
rreeggiimmee  ooff  SSuupprreemmee  LLeeaaddeerr  aanndd  ffoorr  ffrreeeeddoomm,,  
ppeeaaccee,,  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  aanndd  ssoocciiaall  jjuussttiiccee!!  
Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran, May 2012 

PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  aanndd  IInnccaarrcceerraattiioonn  ooff  
UUnniioonn  AAccttiivviissttss  iiss  CCoonnddeemmnneedd!!  
(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 893, 9th April 2012) 

ith the worsening of the economic 
situation and broadening of the workers 
protest movement, security agencies 
along with the Islamic Revolutionary 

courts have stepped up coercion, persecution, and 
arrests of labour movement activists. 

Recently, the 15th branch of Tehran Revolutionary 
Court, headed by judge Salavati, sentenced Reza 
Shahabi, a member of the steering committee of 
Syndica Vahed [union of Tehran transit 
employees] to six years in prison including 
flogging and five years prohibition from social 
activities.  Prior to the issuing of the sentence, the 
well-known union activist had spent close to 23 
months in Jail awaiting the sentence.  According to 
the family of Reza Shahabi, the judiciary 
authorities have declared the reason behind the 
six years sentence to be due to "propaganda 
against the system and conspiracy to act against 
the national interests".  This is while the only 
unforgivable "crime" of Reza Shahabi in view of 
the ruling reactionaries is his union activities in 
order to raise the consciousness of the working 
people. 
It is noteworthy that Ebrahim Madadi, the deputy 
head of Syndica Vahed, spending more than three 
years in prison, was finally released following the 
vast international campaign by labour unions and 
human rights activists. 
Behnam Ebrahimzadeh, Shahrokh Zamani, 
Pedram Nasrollahi, and Ali Nejati are other active 
and known workers in the labour movement of our 
country are still in prison and under the torture and 
harassment by the henchmen of the theocratic 
regime. 

In addition to the above mentioned, in the recent 
weeks and on the verge of the international 
workers day, the activists and members of the 
independent unions such as Haft Tapeh Sugar 
Cane Syndicate, Syndica Vahed, Kermanshah 
Metal and Electrical Workers Trade Association, 
and Tehran and Tabriz Painters Union Re-
Opening Committee have been under threats and 
intimidation noticeably.  The reason behind these 
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guided threats is to scare workers and stall 
movement and activity by independent unions and 
labour activists. 
The coercion, persecution, and passing unjust 
sentences on independent unions and the labour 
union movement militants, is part of the systematic 
suppression of Iran's labour movement which is on 
agenda and top priority of the regime intelligence 
agencies.  Besides the independent trade unions, 
we are also witnessing increased pressure on 
Teachers Trade Association and other teacher trade 
organizations.  A number of noble and devoted 
teachers and trade union activist members of the 
teachers’ organizations like Rasoul Bodaghi, Ali 
Pour Soleiman are also under harassment and 
torture along with tens of other noble incarcerated 
teachers.  The ruling reaction's goals in increasing 
pressures on the teachers trade organizations is to 
separate these organizations from the working 
people union movement in the country. 

On International Workers Day, millions of working 
people in our country, along with setting forth their 
trade and political demands, also demand the end of 
the persecutions and incarcerations of the trade 
unionists and the freedom of the imprisoned workers 
along with their fundamental and legitimate right to 
recognition of their union rights. 

FFrreeee  tthhee  IImmpprriissoonneedd  WWoorrkkeerrss!!  
 

TThhee  HHiikkee  ooff  IInnffllaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  DDeeccaayy  
ooff  tthhee  PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  PPoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  
WWoorrkkiinngg  PPeeooppllee  
(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 893, 9th April 2012) 

ccording to the latest official assessments by 
the Bureau of Statistics of the Central Bank of 
Islamic Republic, the inflation rate in the last 
Iranian new year of 1390 (ending March 

2012) was equal to 21.5&. 
On Sunday April 8th, the public relations board of the 
Central Bank announced that: "according to the 
summary of the results from the commodity and 
consumer service price indicators in Iranian cities, 
based on 2004 prices being 100, the commodity and 
consumer service prices reached 309.3 in Iranian 
cities, which compared to the previous month, 

showed an increase of 3.4 %.  Comparing with the 
similar month in the previous year, this number 
increased by 21.8%. The inflation rate in year 
1390 compared to year 1389 (a period of twelve 
months) is equal to 21.5%." 
These official statistics alone speak for the bleak 
living conditions of the majority of the people, 
especially the workers and toilers.  Comparing the 
workers’ wages with the official inflation rate, the 
significant difference between the wages of 
millions of workers with the high cost of living is 
shown. In the recent weeks, a wide range of 
discussions have been going on in the media 
about inflation, its reasons, and the role of the 
different administrations in the Islamic Republic in 
the increase of the inflation rate. FaraRu internet 
website had reported that: "the governments do 
not have the will to curb the inflation... The 
interests of certain groups necessitate that the 
issue of controlling the inflation not be addressed, 
because they are benefiting from this situation."  
The report stressed that: "in creating the inflation, 
one group is the winner and another one is the 
loser, and this is an indication of the influence and 
the power of the winners in the major decisions in 
the country. For this reason, a much deserved 
attention has not been paid by the governments to 
the issue of the inflation. In inflation, an unjust 
distribution of income takes place in the interests 
of the rich and to the detriment of the poor. This is 
something that does not take place with no 
reason, and in none of the governments following 
the (Iran-Iraq) war, including this administration 
(Ahmadinejad's) we don’t see any attempt to curb 
the inflation... You can see in European countries 
that practice liberal policies, how critical it is to 
control the inflation. But in the Iranian liberal 
model, the interests of certain classes dictate that 
the administrations do not have to have any 
specific program to curb inflation." 
The rise of prices, high price of commodity and 
consumer services, and the increase in the 
inflation rate, are all the direct result of the 
implementation of economic and social policies in 
which the interests and rights of the deprived are 
trampled upon.  One specific example of these 
policies is the elimination of the state subsidies 
implemented by the Ahmadinejad administration. 
None of the programs of the theocratic regime of 
Iran in the social and economic arena takes the 
interests of the working people in the country into 
consideration. Under the current situation, and 
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considering the increase in the interest rates, unlike 
the big businesses, the wage earners- and 
especially the working class- lose their purchasing 
power. The result is the rise in living costs compared 
to the wages, and the increase in poverty at 
excruciating and alarming levels! 
One of the outcomes of inflation is to bring vast 
financial opportunities to a tiny social 
layer. Therefore, contrary to the claims by various 
low- and high-rank officials of the Islamic Republic, 
the increase in the inflation rate and lack of 
controlling mechanisms have resulted in amassing 
riches by a parasitic strata benefiting from state 
tenderpreneurship, on one side, and poverty of 
millions of working people in the cities and villages 
on the other side. 

WWoorrkkeerrss  DDeemmaanndd::  
EElliimmiinnaattee  TTeemmppoorraarryy  CCoonnttrraaccttss!!  
(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 893, 9th April 2012) 

ast year can be called the 
unprecedented dominance of temporary 
contracts, especially the blank signature 
contracts.  Although the precedence of these 

kinds of contracts, rightly termed "yoke of slavery" 
by the workers in our country, dates back to more 
than two decades ago, but since the appointment of 
anti-national  administration of Ahmadinejad by the 
theocratic regime, the temporary contracts have 
increased in wide and astonishing dimensions. In 
the last two years, particularly with the 
implementation of elimination of subsidies as 
prescribed by the IMF and the World Bank and 
within the framework of the amendment of the 
Labour Law to the detriment of the working people, 
we are witnessing the "establishment" of these 
contracts as a routine in the labour market of the 
country. 

According to one of the latest numbers by the 
Iranian Labour News Agency (ILNA) on April 8, at 
least (emphasizing at least) 30% of the temporary 
contract workers have been laid off since march 20; 
a trend that has continued the past weeks and some 
official estimates state the number of laid off 
temporary contract workers as high as 70%. Prior to 
this, on March 12, Iranian Students News Agency 
(ISNA) had reported that following the continuation 
of stagflation and with the enactment of economic 

liberalization (i.e. elimination of subsidies), more 
than 50% of temporary contract workers would be 
laid off by March 20 (Iranian New Year) and their 
contract would not be extended. On the dire 
situation of the temporary contract workers, ILNA, 
in a report citing the head of Contract Workers 
Union, had reminded that: "With the approaching 
of the Nowruz holidays, in addition to the worries 
of several fold increase in the prices, the contract 
workers will also endure the psychological 
pressures of the end of their yearly contracts and 
the prospects of non-renewal of their contracts 
and subsequent unemployment." 
Temporary contracting can be termed the results 
of the socio-economic direction of the theocratic 
regime since the early 1990's and an inseparable 
part of its economic plans such as "economic 
adjustment policy", "reforming the economic 
structure", and "targeted subsidies". The 
paramount point in the fight for the elimination of 
temporary contracts is to keep in mind the central 
factor in the emergence and prevalence of these 
kinds of contracts, because without the knowledge 
of this factor and then exposing it, it is in no way 
possible to organize the protest struggle for the 
eradication of temporary contracts and to mobilize 
the working people around this immediate and 
crucial demand. Therefore, in the discussions and 
analysis of the reasons behind the prevalence of 
temporary contracts, especially during the term of 
the ultra-right administration of Ahmadinejad, the 
essential point is to recognize and understand the 
direct relation between the economic plans of the 
government of Islamic Republic and the rise in the 
number of temporary contracts. In all the 
economic plans during the last two decades, 
which started with the economic adjustment plan, 
the goal of the heads and executives of the 
theocratic regime in attracting capital and 
integration with global capital has been and 
continues to be the creation of cheap and 
submissive labour force. 
This reality portrays itself vividly in the labour law 
reform bill. The primary and fundamental cause for 
the temporary contracts is in the economic plan 
and the so-called growth direction of the regime 
which is based on the most inefficient and anti-
people liberal economic viewpoints. That is why 
the propaganda and manoeuvres put forth by the 
organizations tied to the regime- such as the 
Workers House, Islamic Labour Councils, etc.- on 
"the need to put in order the temporary contracts" 
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fall on the deaf ears of the rulers and are overall 
fruitless and mere populist. We have not forgotten 
that in mid last year, the head of the high 
Association of the Islamic Labour Councils, in an 
interview with ILNA on November 18, 2011 had 
confessed that despite talks with the Ministry of 
Labour on "putting the blank signature contracts in 
order", there have been no mention of "the need to 
put the temporary contracts in order" in the draft 
proposal to the amendments of the Labour Law. In 
addition, mentioning this fact is important that the 
elimination of temporary contracts and the degree of 
success of the workers in the fight against these 
contracts fully depends on the revival of the union 
rights and formation and re-opening of independent 
labour unions. As long as the working class and 
other working people in our country are deprived of 
their most basic trade rights, i.e. the right to 
independent unions, the temporary contracts will 
continue to increase and prevail. In a report on the 
prevalence of temporary contracts in the course of 
the last year, ILNA had mentioned: "with the 
implementation of the targeted subsidies law, a 
large portion of the manufacturing companies in the 
country have faced cash flow crisis... With the 
amendments to the Labour Law, we are witnessing 
the promotion of blank signature contracts in the 
manufacturing sector. Due to the increases in the 
number of temporary contracts, 50% of current 
labour law have been annulled."  With the continued 
weakness in the labour and union movement and 
the lack of independent labour unions, this situation 
will be further aggravated. Therefore, in the struggle 
to eliminate temporary contracts, it is first necessary 
to recognize the root cause of this predicament and 
organize the workers protest movement on that 
basis; secondly and very important, is the necessity 
of revival of the union rights and revival and 
establishment of independent trade unions on sound 
class basis. 

In the current situation, the dominance of temporary 
contracts, while essentially damaging the rights and 
interests of the workers, is also the origin of the 
weakness in the organizational level and the level of 
solidarity in the labour-union movement. 
Elimination of temporary contracts in the current 
situation is one of the most important demands of 
the working class and other working people in our 
country, especially because in the current draft of 
the amendments to the Labour law and elimination 
of the note 1 of article 7 of the current Labour Law, 

temporary and blank signature contracts will 
replace permanent employment contracts. In such 
circumstances, the strengthening of the ranks of 
the union movement, raising 
awareness, disclosure, and organizing the 
fragmented labour protests, especially against the 
prevalence of temporary contracts, are of 
paramount importance. Only through a unified and 
organized struggle, and in the framework of the 
independent unions, it would be possible to 
eliminate temporary contracts and ensure the job 
security for the workers and working people●  

EEccoonnoommiicc  LLiibbeerraalliizzaattiioonn  PPllaann  aanndd  
tthhee  MMiinniimmuumm  WWaaggee  
(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 893, 9th April 2012) 

n a model based on the anti-people plan of 
“Economic Liberalization”, not only establishing 
the workers’ minimum wage is incompatible 
with the actual inflation rate, but the purchasing 

power and income levels decay as well. The 
struggle for an adequate increase in wages has 
been and is inseparable from confronting and 
opposing the Targeted Subsidies– the economic 
liberalization- program. 
Considering the Economic Liberalization Plan, the 
minimum wage set by the “Supreme Labor 
Council” for the new (Iranian) year, is a reliable 
criterion for evaluating and appraising the living 
conditions of the working people. In other words, 
the decision of the Islamic Republic Supreme 
Labor Council in establishing a monthly minimum 
wage of about $215 is an indication of the 
destructive effect of the so-called Targeted 
Subsidies (i.e. economic liberalization) program on 
the lives and job security of the working class and 
other hard working people of the nation. 
Determining the minimum wage in the framework 
of the targeted subsidies plan, and the subsequent 
discontent, if dealt with wisely and in a supportive 
manner, could significantly boost the ability and 
maneuvering power of the trade union movement 
and its chance to organize and strengthen the 
working people’s protest movement. As before, 
the issue of wages is one of the most central 
demands of the labour force in the country. Before 
the Supreme Labor Council’s approval of the 18% 
increase in the minimum wage, the mass media 
had reported that during the Supreme Labor 
Council meetings, it was the Ahmadinejad’s anti-

I



 

Tudeh News, International Bulletin of the Tudeh Party of Iran 
 May 2012 - No. 277  Page 7 of 8
  
  

national government that had proposed the 18% 
percent increase. 
Therefore, the country’s new minimum wage is in 
fact the official stance of the Ahmadinejad’s anti-
national government in direct concurrence with the 
employers. Considering the serious atmosphere of 
discontent in the society, especially among the 
working class and other working people, the ruling 
reaction tried very hard not to disclose its open and 
direct opposition to the increases to the minimum 
wage. 
Through “hot-off-the-press” reports, the 
reactionaries were trying to portray the meetings of 
the Supreme Labor Council as contentious summits 
between representatives of the Islamic Labor 
Councils and the Supreme Assembly of Workers’ 
Representatives on one side, and representatives of 
the employers on the other side. Official reports from 
the last 4 meetings of the Supreme Council were full 
of news about “tight, intense and grave negotiations” 
over determining the amount of minimum wage. This 
was at a time when the Ahmadinejad government, in 
the framework of the Economic Liberalization Plan, 
was trying to impose its pitch of 15 to 18 percent 
increase in minimum wage on the Supreme Labor 
Council, and finally it succeeded in achieving its goal 
in collaboration with the employers and the puppet 
organizations of the reactionary regime, such as the 
Supreme Center for Islamic Labor Councils. 
On 4th of March 2012, ILNA reported: “According to 
the standards of the World Health Organization, the 
serious poverty line in the country is defined to be 
about $320… Considering the required level of 
2,000 Calories for adults and 1,800 Calories for 
children, and also the elimination of subsidies on 
necessities such as water, electricity, gas and bread 
for the new Iranian year, the monthly expenses of a 
working class family has been determined to be 
about $442... Adding the 44 percent increase in the 
housing and food prices, then the household 
expenses will mount to $511 per month.” Based on 
this official assessment, how workers and their 
families can survive with a monthly income of $215? 
In a revealing report it is indicated that: “The wages 
have never been increased based on the real 
inflation rate in the past decades either... In 1978, 
with one month’s income, a worker could buy two-
and-a-half gold coins; with the same income in 
2005, one could by one-and-a-half gold coins; 
however, with the increases in the prices of foreign 
currency and gold in 2011, one could only buy a half 
gold coin with one month’s income. With one 

month’s income, in 1978 one could buy 160 kg of 
lamb meat… This comparison demonstrates how 
much workers’ wages must increase to reach its 
real value (purchasing power)”● 

 
Workers of the World, Unite! 

MMaayy  DDaayy  GGrreeeettiinnggss!!  
MMeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniisstt  aanndd  
WWoorrkkeerrss  PPaarrttiieess  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  ttoo  

tthhee  WWoorrkkiinngg  PPeeooppllee  ooff  IIrraann  
n the occasion of May Day, the 
international day of solidarity with the 
workers of the world, we, the 
undersigned parties and organizations, 

greet the working people of Iran and wish 
them success in their complex and difficult 
struggle for decent living and working 
conditions, and for their universal rights- to 
assemble and organize freely and have 
freedom of speech. 
We have been following the critical events in 
and around Iran, particularly the shattering 
and unprecedented socio-economic crisis due 
to the anti-peoples measures of the Iranian 
regime on the one hand and the harsh and 
paralyzing economic sanctions imposed on 
Iran on the other.  The threats of war and 
intervention and wide spread economic 
sanctions have exacerbated the decline in the 
living conditions of the working people of Iran 
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and forced millions of people below the poverty 
line. According to media reports, industries have 
been forced to close down or operate under-
capacity and massive numbers of workers are 
being laid off due to the lack of raw material and 
component parts; the well being of the people 
has been compromised due to inadequate 
supply of medical equipment and medication 
and prices of daily basic goods and housing 
have soared due to devaluation of the national 
currency and uncontainable inflation.  It is 
apparent that the sanctions and the lack of 
economic policies that would serve the interests 
of the working people have created an economy 
based on brokerage and imports, 
tenderpreneurship, and the control of the major 
parts of the economy by the leaders and military 
commanders of the Guard Corps and their 
affiliates. 
While we welcome the recent positive progress 
in discussions over the nuclear program of Iran 
and detente among the parties, we reiterate our 
strong opposition to the harsh economic 
sanctions imposed by the USA and EU on Iran 
and demand the ending of these sanctions, 
which only harm the lives of the ordinary people 
of Iran and only serve the interests of a powerful 
and wealthy minority. 
Once again, we salute the working class and 
working people of Iran on the occasion of 
International Workers’ Day, and express our 
support for their struggle for peace, social 
justice, democratic rights and human rights. 
 
May 2012 
 
Signed and supported by: 
 

1. Communist Party of Australia 
2. The Democratic Progressive Tribune of 

Bahrain  
3. Communist Party of Bangladesh 
4. Workers Party of Belgium 
5. Communist Party of Britain 
6. Communist Party of Canada  
7.  Socialist Worker`s Party of Croatia 
8. AKEL of Cyprus 

9. Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia (Czech Republic)  

10. Communist Party in Denmark 
11. Communist Party of Egypt 
12. Communist Party of Finland 
13. Communist Party of Germany 
14. Communist Party of Greece 
15. Hungarian Communist Workers Party  
16. Communist Party of India 
17. Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
18. Tudeh Party of Iran 
19. Communist Party of Iraq 
20. Communist Party of Ireland 
21. Communist Party of Jordan 
22. Communist Party of Lebanon 
23. Communist Party of Luxemburg 
24. Communist Party of Mexico 
25. Communist Party of Pakistan 
26. People’s Party of Palestine 
27. Communist Party of Russian 

Federation 
28. Portuguese Communist Party  
29. South African Communist Party 
30. Communist Party of Sudan 
31. Communist Party of Sweden 
32. Communist Party of Syria (Unified) 
33. Communist Party of Turkey 
34. Communist Party of United State 

 

May Day Demonstrations 

 


