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 Working People Stand Against 
Changes to the "Labour Law": 
Organised Struggle of the 
Trade Union Movement 

Against the Changes to the 
"Labour Law"! 

(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 911, 31st December 2012) 

pposition to the proposed changes of the 
"Labour Law", now sent to the parliament as a 
member bill, has found widespread 

momentum in the society at large and among the 
masses of workers, at large and small factories and 
workshops. Thus, the possibility of organizing a 
general and effective protest and in the meantime 
helping strengthen the ranks 
of the existing trade union 
movement is not far from 
reality! 
Along with the changes to the 
"Social Security Law", the 
ruling reaction has also placed 
changes and amendments to 
the "Labour Law" at its top 
priority. For a long time, 
changes to the "Labour Law" 
have been on the agenda under the pretext of 
“Islamic Republic development plans" and under 
such headings as labour market flexibility, creating a 
balance in the laws governing the worker and 
employer relations, and securing investment. 
Furthermore, in the framework of the economic 
liberalization plan, a large portion of the "economic 
surgery" has been allocated to the "Labour Law" and 
its revisions. 

It was on the basis of this very same strategy that 
the anti-people administration of Ahmadinejad 
finally delivered the “Labour Law Amendments” 
bill to the parliament for passage. The Iranian 
Labour News Agency (ILNA) wrote on December 
4th that: "the bill to amend the Labour Law 
finally reached the parliament after years of 
widespread opposition from the independent 
labour organizations... The bill to amend the 
Labour Law was drawn up directly by the 
government and submitted to the parliament." 
Also, ILNA reported on December 10th that: "the 
changes proposed by the government through the 
bill that was sent to the parliament, include making 
it easier to fire workers, officially recognizing 
temporary contracts for permanent positions, 
making it easier to end temporary contracts before 
the end of the term, adding “economic conditions 
of the country” as one of the criteria in determining 

the wages, and adding the 
appointment of several new 
government officials to the 
Supreme Council on 
Labour..." Thus, following the 
changes to the Social Security 
Law, now the changes to the 
Labour Law would pose serious 
challenges to the lives of the 
working people.  
Parallel to these actions, 

fragmented protest actions took place in recent 
weeks across the country. 30,000-signature petition 
in opposition to the "Labour Law Amendments", 
opposing position of the independent unions such 
as Syndica Vahed, and other examples like the 
protest rallies of Ahvaz Sugar Refining workers in 
front of the provincial state offices, gathering of 
hundreds of upset workers of Mazandaran Textile 
in front of the Presidential Office, strike of Pars 
Wagon and Arak Aluminum employees, all 
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indicate the dissatisfaction and highlight the 
demands of the workers. For example, about the 
protest rally at Ahvaz Sugar Refining, ILNA wrote: 
"This factory has been shut down as a result of 
mismanagement, and more importantly, the 
uncontrolled import of sugar and the negligence of 
the provincial officials... It is more than 22 months 
that more than 80 workers of this plant have not been 
paid due to uncertainty of the company operation 
and the halt of the production line. So far, the 
workers have staged several gatherings to demand 
their contractual pay." Or in another similar case, i.e. 
the protests of the Mazandaran Textile workers, the 
same situation and demands could be 
noted. Describing the situation of these workers, 
ILNA wrote: "About 200 workers of Mazandaran 
Textile factory, representing 800 workers of the 
factory, gathered for the sixth time this year in front 
of the Presidential Offices to demand their 27-month 
unpaid wages and benefits, and to protest the failure 
to reopen the factory. Despite passing the set 
deadlines, the employer representative has not stood 
by his promise to reopen the factory and pay the 
workers’ wages and benefits." The same situation 
could be seen all over the country and in all 
manufacturing plants in various intensity and 
form. Some time ago, the head of the Contract 
Workers Union, had stated clearly that since March, 
1 million temporary contract workers have been 
terminated at manufacturing industries and service 
companies across the country. In an interview on 
December 1st, Fatollah Bayat emphasized that most 
of the manufacturing plants and factories across the 
country are facing shortages of raw materials and 
equipment, and because of this, and the tightening of 
the interventionist sanctions, most of the industrial 
units are very slow in production, or are semi-
closed. In addition to massive layoffs and spread of 
temporary and blank-signed contracts, unpaid wages 
have made life harsher and harder for workers and 
their families. The head of the Contract Workers 
Union clearly says: "Due to the sharp fluctuation of 
the currency exchange rates and devaluation of the 
national currency, the workers have been faced with 
such hardships that no-one can provide even for a 
basic living, despite working overtime and second 
and third job." 
This situation is on the one hand the result of the 
anti-people policies of the theocratic regime of Iran, 

and on the other hand, is the negative consequence 
of the ever tightening imperialist sanctions. Under 
these circumstances, working class and other 
working people of our country suffer the most and 
their job security is being diminished. An 
important point here is the full support of the 
International Monetary Fund for the policies of the 
Iranian regime and its socio-economic 
performance. ILNA in its report of November 28th 
titled "Distortions of the realities of Iranian 
economy by International Monetary Fund" wrote: 
"International Monetary Fund published its second 
semi-annual report on the status of the Iranian 
economy in October. This report had altered the 
tangible realities of the Iranian society in such a 
manner that even surprised and dumbfounded the 
ardent supporters of IMF... In reaction to this 
report, one of the labour activists asks: where does 
the problem lie? Why is IMF attempting to portray 
an ideal and rosy picture of Iranian economy and 
its future? For two simple reasons: maybe because 
the policies and macroeconomic orientation of the 
country are not developed independently and by 
local experts based on domestic needs and 
necessities, but by IMF and its experts... The 
second reason could be that in the past years, IMF 
has published several reports in which the head of 
the government- Ahmadinejad- has been portrayed 
as the hero of economic reforms whom the whole 
world should learn from. The Chronicles of the 
Subsidy Reform in Iran is one such example... IMF 
does not want to undermine that “heroism” by 
portraying a negative picture of the Iranian 
economy." 
Support and praise for economic performance of 
the reactionaries in Iran by IMF is not anything 
new. In principle, this organization backs and 
applauds its functionaries and those implementing 
its dictates in Iran. Furthermore, the changes to the 
"Labour Law" and the "Social Security Law" are 
also the dictates of IMF and the World 
Bank. Ahmadinejad administration, which IMF has 
been praising, has prepared the changes to the 
"Labour Law" in the framework of the socio-
economic strategy of the regime and will 
undoubtedly, when the time is right, put it into 
practice right after it is passed in the parliament. 
ILNA reported on November 20th: "The opponents 
of the Labour Law want to make it easier to lay off 
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workers in favour of capitalists, but should know that 
this process would disrupt the peace and security of 
the society... The Labour Law protects the human 
dignity of the workers. Persistence in preserving the 
progressive clauses in the Labour Law is the 
humanitarian duty of all Iranians." In another report, 
ILNA emphasised on the seriousness of the 
government’s intent to amend the "Labour Law" and 
implementing it, and reported: "The head of East 
Azerbaijan Workers Trade Associations called for 
solidarity amongst workers' organizations to 
safeguard the Labour Law... Ali Khadem said that 
the opponents of the Labour Law argue that this law 
prevents job creation, and this 
argument is mostly made by the 
Chamber of Commerce for the 
sole purpose of greater profits, 
and has no other purpose than 
removing the protective clauses 
of the Labour Law... Is holding 
back (by the government) the 
slated 30% share of the industry 
from the so-called Adjustment of the Subsidies Law, 
which has caused an enormous rise in the cost of 
energy in the industry, and has hampered job 
creation and caused unemployment, in any way 
related to the Labour Law which provides certain 
minimum guarantees for workers? So why these 
guys are seeking changes to the Law under the 
pretext of removing obstacles to production? 
Nevertheless, after revisions to the "Social Security 
Law", now the plans for amending the "Labour Law" 
is among the top priorities of the theocratic regime of 
Iran. Despite all the obstacles, difficulties, and its 
own shortcomings, the workers and trade union 
movement in our country still has certain potentials 
and opportunities to confront the anti-labour plots of 
the government, including the amendment of the 
"Labour Law". In the coming weeks, the heated 
debates about establishing the minimum wage, 
various opportunities will be available for organized 
efforts to educate and raise awareness about 
workers’ demands which should be utilised to 
organize the current scattered protests and mobilize 
the trade union movement against the "Labour Law" 
reforms. 
With regards to the amendment of the "Labour 
Law", the independent unions and existing 
organizations can use certain opportunities to 

organize a wide, multilateral and general struggle 
within the framework of the existing 
realities. Opposition to the changes in "Labour 
Law", which has now been sent to the parliament 
as a bill, is widespread in the society at large and 
among the masses of workers, both at large and 
small factories and workshops. Thus, the 
possibility of organizing a general and effective 
protest, during which the ranks of the existing 
trade union movement could be fortified, is not far 
from reality!  
The fight against the amendments to the "Labour 
Law" and the "Social Security Law" has created 

new horizons for united action 
and unity in the trade union 
movement which should not be 
neglected with 
indifference. Bolstering the 
labour and trade union movement 
and gradually turning them into 
an effective force in the socio-
political arena will also increase 

the power of the democratic and freedom 
movement of Iranian people in their struggle 
against despotism and reaction. 
Changes in the political realm and the ups and 
downs of relations between the factions of the 
ruling regime, in addition to the heightening 
tensions before the upcoming presidential 
elections, are all influential and effective factors in 
attracting the attention of the labour to their 
political and trade issues and increasing their 
awareness and readiness. Therefore, necessary 
preparations for better organization of protests, and 
linking the scattered labour protests together, 
should already be on the way. Planning should be 
on the way for increasing the militancy and impact 
of the labour movement on the developments in the 
country! The power of the working people is in 
their united action. The united working class is 
everything; the divided working class is nothing!  

Growing Class Gap and Unjust 
Distribution of Revenue 

(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 909, 3rd December 2012) 

mid the deepening economic crisis and the 
expansion of its social implications, all the 
published statistics indicate the growth of AA  
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poverty in the society. 
The recent report released by the  Statistical Center 
of Iran (SCI) for shows that during the recent few 
years, especially from the onset of the economic 
liberalization- the so-called “targeted subsidies”- the 
cost of living of the Iranian households have 
exceeded their incomes and the majority of the 
people have a hard time making the ends meet. The 
deficit of each urban household in 2011-12 was 
approximately $80/mo and the same figure for each 
rural household was around approximately $67 
[compare to set minimum wage of $139].  An 
important point in the analysis of poverty indicators 
according to the official reports reveals a staggering 
increase in the cost of food of urban families. 
According to the released statistics, the cost of food 
has gone up 25% and the share of food in the 
household budget has 
jumped to almost 
69%.  More precisely, 
as a result of the 
regime’s disastrous 
socio-economic 
policies, particularly 
the economic 
liberalization dictated 
by the International 
Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank, as 
well as the intervening 
sanctions by the 
United States and the 
European Union, 
access to proper food for the Iranian families has 
gotten a lot more difficult than before. According to 
the figures of the SCI, food and shelter make up the 
largest share of the household expenses.  
ILNA, Labour News Agency, reported on October 
21, 2012 that “…the rate of absolute poverty in Iran 
is in the range of 25 to 32%... during the last three 
years of the Ahmadinejad government, the number 
of the poor in the country has increased by 2% every 
year. In the past seven years since the beginning of 
Ahmadinejad’s first term, the level of poverty and 
inequality has decidedly increased even though the 
government has not released clear figures about the 
poverty line and Gini index.” 
At the same time, with the increase of inflation rate, 
especially over the last few months, we have 

witnessed a reduction in the people’s purchasing 
power and the standard of living. The official 
analysis of the rapidly accelerating rate of inflation 
indicates that high inflation has further 
impoverished the whole society, and since the 
wages has never been adjusted for the real rate of 
inflation, and the manual and intellectual labour is 
in a serious hardship, the mismatch of wages of the 
workers, teachers and office employees and other 
wage-earners with inflation, has led to a growing 
class gap across the entire nation. 
On October 24, 2012, the Mehr News Agency 
reported in an article titled “the wealthy earns 
many times more than the poor” that “in our 
country, the ratio of the top 10 percentile (the 
richest) to the bottom 10 percentile (the poorest) 
has averaged above 16.3 during the last few 

years... which 
demonstrates the unequal 
distribution of revenue 
compared to similar 
ratios internationally. In 
developing countries like 
Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Thailand and Turkey this 
ratio is 6, 7.8, 11.3 and 
13.9 respectively; and 
among the developed 
nations, this ratio is 9 in 
France, 8.9 in 
Switzerland and 9.6 in 
Germany. Among the 
most significant hurdles 

and obstacles in providing social welfare and just 
distribution of wealth, is the lack of an effective 
structure to support the lower income strata and the 
lack of an effective taxation regime to bring about 
a just distribution of.”   
According to this official statistical report, Iran 
stands as one of the worst ranked countries in 
terms of class gaps and unjust wealth distribution. 
In other words, in the current socio-economic 
orientation of the regime and with the current 
inflation, the majority of the people that includes 
the manual and intellectual workers lose their 
purchasing power and welfare to a small wealthy 
and non-productive minority. In light of the 
growing non-productive and brokerage (buy-and-
sell) economy, the broker businessmen, stock 
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speculators and investors not only don’t suffer from 
inflation but in fact nicely profit even faster than the 
growth of the inflation rate by selling goods at higher 
prices. This means that under such circumstances, 
the wealth accumulation through inflation actually 
transfers the wealth from the poor and the wage 
earners to this very wealthy layer of the society. This 
should not be neglected that when there is inflation, 
the purchasing power of wage earners who have 
fixed income will continuously decline.   
Therefore, with regards to wealth distribution, based 
on the official published statistics it could be clearly 
stressed that the high income classes of the society 
take the main portion of the revenues, and it is this 
parasitic and super rich layer that takes the “lion’s 
share” of the revenues, thanks to the policies of the 
theocratic regime and the actions of the anti-people 
government of Ahmadinejad installed by the 
Supreme Leader. Since income is a key indicator of 
standard of living of a nation, we can firmly state 
that the standard of living of the people of our 
country has declined during the recent years. 
Standard of living depends on whether and how the 
material and non-material needs are being satisfied. 
Also, standard of living directly depends on social 
production, the earning of the population, level of 
consumption of long-lasting and immediate goods, 
and also on how the cultural, educational and 
healthcare needs are being fulfilled. Hence, our 
people are experiencing a very low and poor 
standard of living because of the inflation, 
devaluation of the national currency, and destruction 
of the country’s manufacturing and industrial 
capability all because of the theocratic ruling regime 
and its disastrous policies. 
An even brief look at the disparity between the 
income and expenses of the Iranian families and the 
share of each of the industrial, agricultural and 
service sectors in employment will demonstrate a 
clear picture of the dire living condition of our 
people and the economy of the country. Based on the 
current official statistics, the industrial sector 
employs only 32.4% of the country’s labor force. 
The service sector employs the most with 47.3%, 
and the share of the agriculture sector is only 20.3%. 
On August 13th, ILNA wrote about the nature of the 
jobs in the service sector and mentioned that “the 
concern in our county is that in general, the service 

jobs are exclusively categorized as brokerage or 
some sort of services without any added value.” 
While the monthly budget deficit of urban 
households has been reported at approximately 
$80, the economic and analytical site “Fararoo” 
has correctly portrayed the current job situation of 
our country’s households as “poverty and 
inequality are rampant …. 22.5% of households 
who do not have even one person employed means 
that approximately a quarter of the country’s 
population are living in extreme poverty, because 
employment is the major source of income for 
families… Our studies in Tehran indicate that 
almost 32% of families in this capital city work at 
two jobs. Out of this, about 45% are poor… In 
other words, even though in some of these families 
two or three members work, they are still poor, that 
implies that they earn low wages… It must be 
pointed out that the level of wages in Iran in 
generally low, and is not proportional to the bare 
necessities of life… Another interpretation of this 
statistics is that the brokerage type of jobs in Iran 
has grown.”  The latest official report published by 
SCI indicated that the official unemployment rate 
in the summer was 12.4% and over 3 million 
people were unemployed.   
All of this is at a time when the total oil revenue of 
the Ahmadinejad government in two terms has 
been in excess of $531b. To which classes have 
these enormous revenue been allocated, and what 
is the share of each class and social layer from 
such a staggering revenue? The answer could be 
found with only a brief glance at the society and 
judging the level of poverty, unemployment, 
inflation and social and cultural malaise. The 
growing class gap is the clearest criterion and 
parameter to answer the above key question.  

Goals of the Trade Union 
Movement at the Current Stage 

(From "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran No. 909, 3rd December 2012) 

he wide dissatisfaction of workers and 
working people of Iran about the existing 
situation, hardship, and oppressive 

atmosphere cast on plants and factories across the 
country have caused a new round of labor protests. 
The united and firm strike of the seasonal workers 
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of cutting division of “Shoushtar Sugar Cane” 
factory, extensive protests of workers of “Bonyan  
Diesel”, protesting rally of contract workers and 
drivers of “Hamedan  Telecom”, strike at 
petrochemical complex of ”Bandar Shapour” and 
“Mahshahr” in Khuzestan province, petition signing 
and  sit-ins by workers of “Tabriz Petrochemical”, 
and tens of other protest actions around the country, 
marks a new round of workers’ action against the 
plans and policies that have devastated their lives 
and job security. 
Current protests, although still fragmented and weak 
from the point of view of organizational and 
solidarity level, but show signs of growth and 
consolidation of the struggle, compared with the 
past. The most important factor of the labor protest 
movement in this stage is growth of labor awareness 
and steadiness of the protests. Another very 
significant factor is the serious 
attention that is paid to attain 
union rights and other labor 
demands, i.e. restoration and 
creation of “independent labor 
unions”. 
In addition, the policy of 
establishing some sort of 
coordination among some of 
the existing and independent 
unions, since a few weeks ago 
has influenced the atmosphere 
of the labor union movement. 
These characteristics reflect the substance, character 
and form of the protest movement for the workers 
and working people in this stage, and have to be 
carefully and prudently reviewed and analyzed.  
Since the implementation of the liberalization of 
economy under the guise of so-called “targeted 
subsidies”, the livelihood and job security of workers 
of the country have encountered more hardship and 
devastation than before. This situation, along with 
intervening boycotts of the United States and the 
European Union, has exacerbated even more and has 
created the situation that we are now witnessing. For 
example, and to better understand the living 
condition of workers and their families, the media 
reports could be looked at. “Arman – Public 
Relations” newspaper dated Oct 1, 2012 quoted the 
chair of the “board of directors of the high center of 
trade associations of workers across the county” that: 

“in our country, the price of everything from food 
to consumer items, tuition, rent, car, foreign 
currency and gold has gone up, except the wages… 
We are in the 8th month of Iranian calendar year, 
but the contracts for this year have not yet been 
singed and the majority of people are bearing the 
cost of increased expenses with the wages of last 
year… Right now, 58% of workers are getting paid 
less than the minimum wage of this year, which is 
(roughly) $130 per month. 
“ISNA”, Student News Agency, also reported on 
Sep. 28, 2012 that: “If in the current process of 
amending the Labor Law, those articles and 
amendments that were added to eliminate obstacles 
to production and weakened the Labor Law are not 
eliminated, and the system of master–apprentice is 
not revoked…this amendment not only is not 
useful, but would be a change to set the stage to 

discriminate and renovate 
exploitation of workers by 
employers, instead of protecting 
the workers.” 
With regards to the “Labor 
Law” reform, and its disastrous 
effects on workers livelihood 
and job security, “ISNA” 
reported on Sept 1, 2012 that: 
“Referring to the draft of the 
Labor Law reform, a Labor Law 
researcher pointed out the 
addition of country’s economic 

situation to Article 41 of the Law that will be used 
as a condition for establishing workers’ wages, and 
described it as dangerous”. This means that in the 
framework of the plan to amend the Labor Law, 
and in line with the policy of liberalization of 
economy, the subject of annual establishment of 
wages based on calculating inflation rate is 
removed from the Labor Law, and wages will be 
established at the will of the grand capitalists”.  
Reforming the Social Security Law, extensive and 
massive layoffs, and restoring master–apprentice 
system could all be added to the above examples. 
All these problems, along with the developments in 
the political arena and their consequences, have 
laid the objective ground for organizing the current 
fragmented protests and moving toward a 
transformation of the labor movement to an 
organized and influential force. On the other hand, 
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the dire situation of manufacturing and destruction 
and bankruptcy of industry- due to the policy of 
“targeted subsidies” and the imperialist 
interventionist sanctions- while has adversely and 
directly impacted the livelihood and interests of the 
working class and other working people, at the same 
time it is creating a common ground among the labor 
movement and other layers of the society who are 
suffering from the destruction of manufacturing 
potential. This situation has also helped significantly 
in understanding the importance of the presence of 
labor movement in country’s social and political 
developments, particularly in the struggle against 
dictatorship shoulder to shoulder with other anti-
despotic political forces and social movements. On 
one hand, independent and genuine organizations 
need breathing room in order to be able to influence 
the current trends in trades movement and political 
arena. On the other hand, the experience of the last 
few years has shown that without the organized and 
united presence of workers and working people, 
struggle against the dictatorship and anti-people 
policies of the Supreme Leader, Revolutionary 
Corps, Ahmadinejad government, and the social-
economic policies of the Supreme Leadership, will 
not be successful. One has to keep in mind that the 
move toward organizing the scattered protests and 
the labor movement is a bumpy road, with ups and 
downs, and should be paced step by step. 
Strengthening the ranks and files of existing labour 
union movement has its own characteristics, tasks 
and challenges at each step of the road. Repetitive 
emphasis on this fact is not without a merit that the 
union movement was not created, nor to be created, 
in vacuum or simply by the will and desire of a 
person, institution or a government. Labour union 
movement has its own objective laws of growth. In 
this area, the union and syndicate movement of our 
country has rich and revolutionary traditions that 
could be taken advantage of. The essence of these 
traditions and experiences are: realism, 
consciousness, class commitment, and avoidance of 
idealism and determinism. In particular, amid the 
attempts for coordination and cooperation among the 
existing and independent unions, and in general, to 
move toward creating unity in union movement in 
the next stage of struggle, it is necessary that the 
class nature of independent unions and the 
independence of their actions are fully and carefully 

appreciated. It is important to note that some recent 
moves within the trade union movement pursue 
certain political agendas. Certain circles are 
attempting to pull union movement into supporting 
one side or the other of the factional conflicts 
within the regime, and use the power of the 
movement to their own advantage. Opening of 
“Labour Parliament” in recent weeks and declaring 
slogans with no merits exposes the orientation of 
the actions of some organizations that act in line 
with the ruling regime. At the current stage, such 
realistic and effective policies must be pursued that 
on one hand, the relationship and the bond with the 
masses of workers in all factories and plants across 
the country could be established as best as 
possible, and union activists and genuine and 
independent unions could act effectively, and on 
the other hand, while strengthening the ranks and 
files of the union movement, emphasis must be 
placed on the necessity of interlinking the labour 
movement and the nationwide struggles, as well as 
on the commitment and devotion to interests and 
rights of the working class. In this regard, while 
putting forward such demands as wages 
proportional to the inflation rate, and opposition to 
privatization and layoffs, it is also imperative to 
stress and emphasize, with patience, care and calm, 
the root cause of the many problems of the society, 
such as: ruling dictatorship, liberalization of 
economy, and social-economic programs of the 
theocratic regime. Raising awareness of the 
working masses and exposing plans and plots of 
the regime to them, within the level of their 
readiness and capacity, is of fundamental 
importance. This must be carried out with 
diligence and vigilance, and steadfastly. Activists 
of the labour movement, conscious workers and 
union activists, carry a difficult and historic task at 
this stage. Unity of the ranks and files of the union 
movement, restoring union rights and linking the 
trade struggles with political struggles are the 
priorities in the restless activities of the current 
stage.  
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Tudeh Party of Iran: 
WWee  DDeennoouunnccee  tthhee  BBeelllliiggeerreenntt  PPoolliicciieess  

ooff  IImmppeerriiaalliissmm  aaggaaiinnsstt  SSyyrriiaa  
(First published in "Nameh Mardom", Central Organ of the Tudeh 
Party of Iran Dec 17th 2012) 

Along with the freedom‐loving forces and people of 
Syria,  and  side  by  side  with  all  the  peace‐loving 
and  progressive  forces  of  the Middle  East  region 
and  the world, we  call  for  the  immediate  end  of 
armed  conflicts  in  Syria  and  for  pursuing  a 
resolution  based  on  negotiations  to  solve  the 
social‐political crisis in that country. 

udeh Party of Iran has been following with 
grave concern the political developments in and 
around the Middle East and Syria. After 21 

months of violent and bloody conflicts which have 
resulted in the death of tens of thousands of people, 
and due to the interventions of imperialism and its 
deliberate actions to subdue any possibility of 
pursuing political resolutions through negotiations, 
now Syria is on the verge of a full-fledged civil war. 
Armed conflicts have resulted in the destruction of 
Syrian cities and towns, and have inflicted 
irreparable human and economic damages. The 
NATO leaders recently announced that Patriot 
missile systems would be stationed next month along 
the borders of Turkey with Syria. The United States 
and other core NATO states have explicitly and 
irresponsibly expanded their illegitimate and 
belligerent actions with regards to Syria. Direct 
involvement in organizing the meetings of the 
opposition to Bashar Assad in Doha, Qatar, and 
fabricating and assembling a reactionary coalition of 
imperialism-tied forces and Salafis under the name 
of “The National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary 
and Opposition Forces” portrays the direct role of 
the United States in its attempts to topple the ruling 
regime in Syria. Following the Doha meeting, 
France, Britain, Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United States, one after another recognized “The 
National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and 
Opposition Forces” as the representative of the 
people of Syria. 
After Doha meeting, Japan hosted the representatives 
of 60 countries of the world to talk about the 
imposition of economic sanctions against the Syrian 
regime. And on December 12th Morocco hosted the 

so-called conference of “Friends of Syria” which 
has been assembled by the United Stated with the 
active participation of Britain and France, and with 
the objective of creating excusable means for 
pouring wide-ranging military aids of imperialism 
to extremist Islamic groups and groups who are 
connected with NATO states and other reactionary 
and right-wing circles. Following the Morocco 
conference it was announced that 100 states around 
the world supported “The National Coalition…” 
reactionaries. Saudi Arabia has allocated 100 
million dollars for the opposition groups to the 
Syrian regime. Jihadist groups and Salafis receive 
most of their weapons and armaments from the 
NATO states such as Turkey and enjoy the aid of 
their military advisors. The decision of the 
belligerent NATO to place Patriot missile systems 
along the borders of Turkey with Syria is only the 
first step to impose a no-fly zone for the Syrian 
planes and consequently, intensifying the 
bombardment of the strategic regions of that 
country.  This is the exact scenario that was 
employed at one point during the military action of 
NATO states in attacking Libya in 2011. The 
stationing of Patriot missile systems could also by 
utilized in other plots of the imperialism in the 
Middle East, such as military threat against Iran. It 
is a fact that in case of further deterioration of the 
confrontations of the United States with Iran, these 
missile systems could be utilized to counter the 
missile systems of Iran. 
Tudeh Party of Iran believes that the 
interventionist and provocative actions of the 
NATO states, and above all the United States, have 
practically blocked any peaceful resolution of the 
current developments in Syria, and has made the 
risk of an all-out war in the Middle East imminent. 
The continuation of this situation is not in the 
interest of the struggle of the nations in this region, 
including the Syrian people, for radical, 
progressive and wide-ranging social-political 
reforms. 
Along with the freedom-loving forces and people 
of Syria, and side by side with all the peace-loving 
and progressive forces of the Middle East region 
and the world, we call for the immediate end of the 
armed conflicts in Syria and for pursuing a 
resolution based on negotiations to solve the 
social-political crisis in that country  
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