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ON THE OCCASION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF IRAN
Excerpts from the statement of the central committee of the
Tudeh Party of Iran:

T

he beginning of the summer of this year (2020)
marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
Communist Party of Iran (CPI). On the 23rd June
1920, activists of the Iranian Workers’ Social Democratic
Party, "Edālat" ("Justice"), officially announced the
foundation of the Communist Party of Iran in their
Congress in the northern city of Bandar-e Anzalī. The
Edālat Party, which went on to become the Communist
Party of Iran, had a significant role in the Constitutional
Revolution in Iran [1905-1911]. The formation of the CPI
was a key social development in respond to the objective
needs of the society in a critical period of the
contemporary history of our nation.
The CPI stepped onto the stage of the struggle at a very
critical situation domestically and internationally. On the
one hand, the socio-economic under-development, based
on the serfdom-master relations; the intensification of the
crisis and the surge in disorder and chaos after the setback
of the Constitutional Revolution, along with the
dictatorship and despotism of the Shah and the local rulers;
the plight of the masses and their lack of rights; the
occupation of parts of our country by the imperialist
powers during the First World War; and, in response, the
national uproar against dictatorship and colonialism, all
characterise the situation inside Iran at that time. On the
other hand, internationally, the flames of the Great
October Socialist Revolution in Russia were ignited amid
the general crisis of the capitalist world and the First
World War and lit up the prospect of a new era. In the
neighbourhood of our nation, there stood the government
of the Soviets, the state of the workers and peasants.
The triumph of the October Revolution in Russia boosted
the labour movements and national liberation movements
across the globe… As such, this historic event created
favourable objective and subjective conditions for the
growth and expansion of the national, anti-imperialist, and
popular struggles in Iran. It was under these concrete
historical circumstances that the movement of the people
of Iran against the notorious deal of 1919, by which British
imperialism was trying to impose its dominance in our
country through its cohorts, caught afire and spread across
Iran.
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Immediately after its foundation, the CPI, like its
predecessor - the Social Democratic organisation - was
posed with a slew of significant and complex
developments on a national scale. From the beginning, the
Social Democrats were involved in the upheaval and the
great developments of the Constitutional Revolution in
which they played a significant and admirable historic
role. In the same way, the CPI right from its inception had
to deal with the revolutionary movement in the northern
province of Gilān, the changes in the Qajar monarchy, as
well as the intervention of colonialism. Under these critical
and vital circumstances, the CPI as a fresh political
organisation equipped with a scientific worldview resting
on internationalism and international solidarity, and by
virtue of its popular and revolutionary nature, firmly
defended the interests of the marginalised urban and rural
masses, particularly the newly developed working class of
Iran. Despite all the difficulties and hurdles CPI faced, it
could gain a credible role and social influence in the
political arena and class struggle in our nation.
The CPI played a vanguard role in laying-out and
advancing fundamental and urgent issues in those days in
Iran such as the agrarian reforms, political and economic
sovereignty, social justice, democracy and democratic
freedoms, parity of men and women, social progress,
economic and agricultural growth, and cultural
development. The CPI put forward these issues in a
scientific manner for the first time and made tireless efforts
for their realisation. The CPI, also for the first time ever,
introduced and promoted scientific political thinking and
the scientific method to analyse social and political issues
in Iran. Since then, political life in Iran has been under the
influence of this type of thinking and analysis - and even
the new and modern terms that the CPI introduced, entered
into the vocabulary and culture of the society at large.
The publications of the CPI also initiated a great and
progressive development in the national culture of Iran…
As such, a number of the most prominent and influential
Iranian intellectuals were under the influence of the ideas
of the CPI in one or another period of their works. One of
the significant aspects of the work of the CPI was to
introduce and promote the scientific and rational
worldview of Marxism-Leninism in an organised and
disciplined manner. The CPI activists promoted the three
components of Marxism-Leninism - i.e. scientific
socialism, political economy, and dialectic materialism in the party’s publications.
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The Party had considerable success in this effort. Also, this
aspect of the Party’s activity in promoting MarxismLeninism laid the proper historic ground on which
sometime later the Tudeh Party of Iran was able to advance
its educational and theoretical promotional work and
effectively adopt this worldview on the concrete
conditions of Iran’s society.
The Communist Party of Iran also played an unparalleled
and effective role in raising the awareness of, and
organising, the growing labour and union movement in
Iran. Partaking in the formation of labour unions,
spreading the seeds of class awareness amongst the
working people, and training a group of devoted and

to the nation and the communist and labour movement in
Iran… The vanguard workers and the members and
supporters of the Tudeh Party of Iran are rightfully proud
that one of the first partisan Marxist-Leninist contingents
of the world was formed in our nation.
The founding of the Communist Party of Iran was a
significant event with long-lasting impacts in the
contemporary history of our nation. The CPI, in its short
life, tried to not only bring forward the fundamental and
core issues of the society, but also present solutions for
them. The CPI was faced with many challenges in doing
so - both objectively and subjectively - and, in the early
period of its activities, made some mistakes in identifying

L to R: Ardeshir Avanesian (organizer), Jafar Pishevari (organizer), Heydar Amo-Oghli (leader), Avatis Mikailian (leader), Asdollah Ghaffarzadeh (founder)

determined cadres to participate in the labour movement
and its leadership are among the unforgettable and major
contributions of the Communist Party of Iran. The strikes
of the oil workers in 1929, textile workers of Isfahan in
1931, and rail workers in 1931-32, are just some examples
of the fruits of the tireless labour of the CPI activists.
The Communist Party of Iran was also a vanguard force in
the area of equal rights of women and men in the
contemporary history of Iran, in an under-developed
society. Shortly after the 1st Congress of the CPI in the
city of Rasht in 1921, the Women’s Prosperity Messenger
association was formed with a specific program for the
realisation of the social and political rights of women.
Around the same time, the Association of Patriotic Women
was formed to fight religious superstitions and the hijab
(head and body covering). This association published
Jahān-e Zanān (World of Women) magazine. It was
because of the efforts of the militant women of these
associations that for the first time in Iran, on the 8th March,
International Women’s Day, the play called The Victim
Girl was performed on the stage and was greatly cheered
by the people. There were other women’s associations
across the country in which the CPI activists and members
were actively present to defend the rights of the people.
The militant struggle of the CPI provoked the hatred of the
reaction and all the archaic and backward-looking forces
in Iran right from the beginning. That was why the antipeople dictatorship of Reza Khan (later Reza Shah)
viewed the communists as his main adversaries and his
prisons were never empty of communists.
Many prominent figures fought in the ranks of the
Communist Party of Iran who rendered valuable services
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and analysing the characteristics of Iranian society.
Nevertheless, the Iranian communists reviewed and
criticised their own revolutionary actions with full decency
and honesty and, through correcting their policies, tried to
put forward realistic assessments in regard to their
domestic politics. Recognising the national-democratic
character of Iran’s revolutionary process - which remained
unfinished in the Constitutional Revolution - and striving
to unite the national, revolutionary, and anti-dictatorship
forces based on a common program were among the
theoretical-scientific efforts of the CPI during its life.
Considering the critical events of that specific historic
juncture and the responsibilities and tasks of the Party in
dealing with those events, the CPI made historic decisions
in the meeting (plenum) of its Central Committee a few
months after its 1st Congress. The meeting appointed
Heydar Amo-oghli, the prominent figure of the
Constitutional Revolution, to the position of General
Secretary of the Party and took constructive steps towards
formulating the principles and policies of the Party in
accordance with the specific conditions in the country and
the balance of forces in the domestic politics. As such, the
Party document titled "Theses on the socio-economic
conditions of Iran and the tactics of the Communist Party
of Iran" was prepared by the leadership of the Party at the
time. This document, which became known as the "Heydar
Khān Theses" was ratified by the Central Committee in the
early days of 1922. The Heydar Khān Theses defined the
tasks of the Iranian communists in that historically specific
period of time within the framework of the cooperation
and joint action of "all the classes from proletariat to
medium bourgeoisie, to fight against Qajar and foreign
imperialists" and reiterated that "the Communist Party of
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Iran (Edālat) would like to cooperate with the prominent
leaders of the national liberation movement like Mirzā
Koochak Khān and others." Consequently, based on the
Heydar Khān Theses, which were actually the Party
program, the activities of the CPI became more effective
and the relations with other components of the national
liberation movement was revived.
…It was during this period, and amidst the fast-paced
historical developments in the country, that the CPI was
faced with the complicated task of identifying and
analysing the social and class characteristics of the Rezā
Shāh regime. The CPI made a great theoretical-scientific
effort to characterise the class base of the Rezā Shāh
regime.
The 2nd Congress of the CPI, known as the Urmia
Congress, was held in 1927 to tackle the challenges the
Party was facing and to improve the Party’s performance.
The [2nd] Congress tried to present practical political
approaches… and its resolutions had a significant impact
in promoting and elevating the union and labour
movement, particularly in the southern oil-rich regions of
the country.
Furthermore, the CPI had a very successful and
remarkable record of working among the people and
participating in the activities and actions of the various
social associations and organisations - including among
the intellectuals, youth, and peasants.
As mentioned earlier, the glorious life and struggle of the
CPI was not without failures and mistakes, but the most
important characteristic and indicator of the Party’s
militant struggle is not those failures and mistakes but the
powerful theoretical and organisational development and
advancement that the Party introduced in the society in the
interests of the prosperity of the people and dignity of the
nation.
The Tudeh Party of Iran (TPI) is the direct and immediate
successor to the struggle of the Communist Party of Iran.
The communists who were released from the prisons of
Rezā Shāh made a significant contribution in founding the
TPI. That is why the TPI rightfully deems itself as the
successor to the struggle of the CPI and its revolutionary
traditions. Contrary to the targeted propaganda of the
reaction and imperialism that were trying to show that the
CPI was a mixture of contradictory and incompatible
forces, individuals, and currents, there is no doubt that the
Party was a militant actor in the class struggle and its
formation and activities were in response to the necessities
and demands of Iranian society at the time.
In the same way, the Tudeh Party of Iran is deeply rooted
in the life, history, and the necessities of the society during
the last nearly 80 years. The continuation of the
communist and labour struggle in Iran in its three historical
phases proves this fact. The continuation of the tireless
struggle and the moral influence and historical credibility
of our Party in the political arena of Iran until today -
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particularly after the deadly attacks of both monarchist and
theocratic regimes intending to eliminate our Party from
the political equations in Iran, in collaboration with
imperialism - is the best evidence of the deep historical
roots of the Party in Iranian society and the legitimacy of
its path, ideas, and programs.
On the centenary of the foundation of the Communist
Party of Iran, we the Tudeh activists, the successors of the
revolutionary traditions of the Communist Party of Iran,
hold up the flag of the joint action and collaboration of all
the true defenders of the interests of the people and nation
in the struggle to pass through the national democratic
phase of social development within the framework of a
united anti-dictatorship front. Relying on the hundred-year
experience of the communist and labour movement in Iran,
we fight this battle and will continue the struggle on this
path.
Based on the resolutions and decisions of the 6th Congress
of the Tudeh Party of Iran, we believe that the way to
successfully fight the ruling theocratic regime and get out
of the current crisis is through the united action of all the
progressive, freedom-seeking, and revolutionary forces
that want to end the current dictatorship and establish a
regime based upon the will of the people. Without an
effective and credible political leadership and broad united
action based on a joint program, victory in the fight against
the ruling theocratic dictatorship will be very difficult. As
such, our Party, based on its historical experiences in the
struggle in Iran, believes that the formation of a broad front
of patriotic, freedom-loving, and anti-dictatorship forces is
the effective and proper way to successfully pass through
the national democratic stage of social development in
Iran.
What the anti-dictatorship and popular movement in Iran
needs today is the effective joint action of the serious
political forces that have a social base in Iran, based on a
joint political and struggle program.
Our Party is now preparing for its 7th Congress. Holding
this [7th] Congress with the active participation of all
members, supporters, and friends of the Party would be an
indication and indeed assurance of the continuation of the
remarkable struggle of the communist and labour
movement and the relentless effort of the working class
party of Iran, the Tudeh Party of Iran, in providing
practical solutions according to the concrete conditions of
the moment, with the objective of achieving sovereignty;
social justice; social and individual democratic rights and
freedoms; and the defeat and ending of the ruling
theocratic dictatorship.
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The Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran
congratulates the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the
Communist Party of Iran to all the members, supporters,
and friends of the Party, and all the defenders of the rights
of the people and the working class and all working
people. We salute the glorious memory of all the militant
fighters of the communist and labour movement of Iran
and all the self-sacrificing fighters of the liberation
movement of the nation and send our greetings to all the
known and unknown heroes of the movement.
• Greetings on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the foundation of the Communist Party of Iran!
• Long live the Tudeh Party of Iran, the party of the
working class of Iran, and the genuine successor to the
Communist Party of Iran!
• Victory to the struggle of the people of Iran against the
theocratic dictatorship and for its removal!
• Greetings to the militant women, youth, and students
who are fighting for democratic rights and freedoms
and the liberation of the nation from the claws of the
theocratic dictatorship!
• Greeting and salutations to all the true left, national,
freedom-seeking, progressive, and patriotic forces of
Iran who are fighting against the ruling theocratic
dictatorship, imperialist sanctions, and foreign
interference!
• Towards the union of all progressive, revolutionary,
and freedom-loving forces in a united anti-dictatorship
front for freedom, peace, sovereignty, social justice,
and removal of the theocratic regime!
The Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran
21 June 2020

invaluable resources for the younger generation who crave
to learn about the history of the labour and communist
movement in Iran.
“The background of Marxist ideas goes back to before the
establishment of the Communist Party of Iran, when
capitalist relations were shaping and developing, the
working class was forming, and the social-democratic
movement was taking shape in Iran. As Comrade Āgāhi
wrote in the History of Parties in Iran, ‘The socialdemocrat party’ was the first relatively organised party in
Iran which played a significant role in the Constitutional
Revolution (1905-1911). Also, much has been written
about Heydar Khān Amo-Oghli and his special and
distinctive role in the victory of the Constitutional
Revolution. Besides him, there were other brilliant figures
like Ali Müsyo, Kāmrān Āghāzādeh, Avetis Soltanzādeh,
Siroos Bahrām, Karim Nikbin, and Asadollah
Ghaffārzādeh, who had outstanding roles in organising the
labour and communist movement in Iran. It is important to
note that these events took place in Iran as the Great
October Socialist Revolution, led by Lenin, was taking
shape in our northern neighbour and the Russian
Bolsheviks had a significant role in providing politicaltheoretical material to the Iranian militant activists.

A CENTURY OF THE LABOUR AND COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT IN IRAN
A conversation with Comrade Ali Khāvari, a leader of the
Tudeh Party of Iran:

23 June 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the
foundation of the Communist Party of Iran (CPI) and the
holding of the first and founding Congress of the Party in
the northern city of Bandar-e Anzalī. On this occasion, the
periodical Nameh Mardom [People’s Paper], the central
publication of the Tudeh Party of Iran (TPI), talked to
Comrade Ali Khāvari, a distinguished leader of the TPI,
about the struggle and the contribution of the
communists in the popular movement in Iran over the last
100 years.
Featured here are excerpts of this conversation.
“Over the past 8 decades, the TPI has published
extensively about the labour movement in Iran, including
the well-researched works by our martyred comrade,
Āgāhi; and, before that, the book on the topic by our late
comrade, Kāmbakhsh; and, later on, the book The
Unfinished Revolution by our martyred comrade, Rahman
Hātefi, about the Constitutional Revolution. These are
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“In fact, the founding of the CPI in June 1920 was the
result of the joining together of various revolutionary
social-democrat movements in Iran, including the Edālat
[Justice] and Hemmat [Endeavour] groups. The
establishment of the CPI 100 years ago opened up a new
chapter in the national liberation movement of Iran and in
the struggle of the working class and the working people
of Iran whose contribution was vital in the changes and
developments of social and political relations in Iran. The
support and assistance of the communists in the formation
of labour unions in Tehran and other cities across the
country, and in organising the struggle of the working
class of Iran, soon scared the ruling reaction. After the
Rezā Khān [later Rezā Shah] dictatorship was established
and stabilised in 1925, pressure on the CPI and its
activities intensified. After the first massive strike of the
country’s oil workers was organised against British
imperialism and the rule of Rezā Shah in 1929, the reaction
was determined to stop the activities of the CPI. The
passing of the anti-communist law, dubbed as the “Black
Law”, by the Rezā Shah regime in late-May 1931 led to
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the banning of the CPI in Iran, a broad assault on the
leadership of the CPI, and the subsequent detention of a
large number of communists, including Comrade Dr. Tāqi
Arāni. He was later murdered in prison.”
On the Group of 53 and the founding of the Tudeh Party
of Iran:
“Shortly after Rezā Shah was removed from power in the
late-summer of 1941 by the allied forces, and primarily the
British, the imprisoned communists - known as the Group
of 53 - were released from jail. It was then that the Tudeh
Party of Iran was founded on October 2nd, 1941.
“The Tudeh Party of Iran was founded thanks to the freed
political prisoners as well as freedom-lovers such as
Soleymān Mirzā Eskandari. However, I have to mention
that not all of the 53 released prisoners joined the TPI
immediately. For instance, you can read in the memoirs of
Anvar Khāmeei that he joined the Party in 1943, i.e. two
years after its founding.
“I was born in 1923 [in the north-eastern province of
Khorāsān], so when the TPI was founded I was a youngster
deeply inspired by progressive ideas. I was active in the
city of Mashad. As far as I remember, after the TPI was
formed, a few of the Group of 53 were dispatched to the
various provinces of Iran - because of their political
knowledge and experience - to organise the Party’s
activities across the country. Mahmoud Boghrāti, who was
one of the Group of 53, was sent to Khorāsān province to
set up the provincial committee there [where I was] … My
brother, Abdulrasool, who was one of the members and
cadres of the CPI, later on joined the provincial committee
of the TPI. It was through him that I could go and see
Boghrāti and talk to him about my activities in the field of
youth matters. Once, Boghrāti asked me what I was doing.
I told him that I was active at my school and that a large
number of the youngsters there were our sympathisers.
This made him happy and he told me to bring all of them
to the Party’s office. Later on, even though I was very
young, Comrade Boghrāti wrote a letter to the Party’s
secretary and recommended me to him for Party
membership. I got my membership card in 1943. Later, I
became responsible for the youth in Mashad.”
On the activities of the Tudeh Party of Iran during its early
years up until the 1953 coup d’état:
“The founding of the TPI made a real impact on Iran’s
society and changed it. The emergence of the TPI in the
arena of the political and class struggle in Iran is not
comparable to the emersion of any other political group or
party in terms of importance and impact on the society.
Within a short period of time, the Party was rooted so
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deeply in the society that wherever you went, you would
hear about our Party. From the various workplaces - and
activities to form trade and labour unions or peasant unions
- to the universities, activities were under the influence of
our Party. More importantly, for the first time since the
CPI’s formation, the women of our nation heard a
powerful voice in the society that was defending their
rights. During those times - what with the backward
conditions that Iranian society was under, owing to the
reactionary and superstitious notions of religion - our Party
was able to play a special role in the awakening of Iranian
women. This influence of the TPI made deep changes to
the social relations and culture of the nation, the impacts
of which remain keenly felt today. Many of the most
prominent social and cultural figures of those days took to
the progressive ideas of the Party and became either
members or sympathisers. Over the past 8 decades, even a
number of our opponents, people like Mehdi Bāzargān [the
first Prime Minster after the 1979 Revolution] and
Yadollah Sahābi [a member of the Council of Islamic
Revolution and advisor to PM] deeply believed that
partisan activity in its modern sense in Iranian society was
the product of the Tudeh Party’s activities.
“There had been nothing in the society like the first
programme of the TPI, ratified at its first Congress in
1944, and its progressive ideas that were published by the
Party’s periodical Rahbar [Leader]. As such, our party
could mobilise and organise a large social force around
these advanced and progressive ideas. The hostility of the
reaction and imperialism to our Party and their resolve,
through any possible means, to crush our Party was
because of our progressive ideas and their deep diffusion
into the wider society. As the historic files of the British
and American governments now show, 67 years later, one
of the main objectives of the 1953 coup d’état was to put a
stop to the growth and propagation of the Tudeh’s
progressive ideas in the society and to wipe out the TPI.
Both Britain and the US feared that Dr. Mohammad
Mossadegh [Iran’s democratically elected Prime Minister,
1951-53] could not stop the growth of our Party in the
society. Thus, with the collaboration of the domestic
reactionary forces - such as those centred around
Ayatollah Kāshāni and a number of the people close to Dr.
Mossadegh himself - they put their efforts together and
organised the notorious 1953 coup that saw the overthrow
of the legitimate government of Dr. Mossadegh and led to
the detention of a large number of members and supporters
of our Party and, later on, the execution of Dr. Hossein
Fātemi [Mossadegh’s leftist Minister of Foreign Affairs]
and a number of Tudeh comrades such as Mortezā
Keyvān, and the brave and brilliant military officers
Ezzatollah Siāmak, Mohammad Ali Mobasheri, Atārod, to
name but a few, and a few years later, Khosrow Rouzbeh.”
On the aftermath of the 1953 coup:
“The TPI made a great effort to clandestinely continue its
activities and struggle inside Iran after the coup. The
heroic struggle of the Tudeh students in collaboration with
the supporters of Dr. Mossadegh in the universities led to
the epic event of “16 Azar” [which later became “Student
Page 5 of 16

Day” in Iran] after the coup. The Party’s activities in
exposing the coup regime continued until 1957 when
Comrade Rouzbeh and a number of other comrades were
arrested. I have to mention that the disagreement amongst
the Party leadership in Iran and in exile over the
assessment of issues like the national bourgeoisie, Dr.
Mossadegh, as well as how to continue the struggle after
the coup, debilitated and impaired the re-organisation of
the Party and its developing of a clear struggle strategy.
These issues were brought up and reflected upon in the
broad meeting of the Central Committee in 1957 which
was the Party’s first such meeting in 9 years. The Party’s
leadership was seriously criticised for its performance.
Thus, the Party went through some very hard years until it
was once again able to continue its organized struggle.”
On the Iranian Revolution of 1979:
25 years after the 1953 coup, the Great Revolution of the
People of Iran [the 1979/Bahman Revolution] bore fruit
and overthrew the 2nd Pahlavi monarchical dictatorship.
Comrade Khāvari was asked to explain the relationship at
that time of the TPI with other political parties and
organisations as well as with Khomeini’s supporters.
“Regarding the supporters of Khomeini, I remember that
I, on behalf of the Party, went to meet with Hāshemi
Rafsanjāni shortly after the Revolution. At the time, he
was the supervisor of the Interior Ministry. After I entered
his office, he dismissed the guard and stood up from his
chair and came and sat in front of me. In that meeting, he
told me that the country needed a left party that is loyal to
the Revolution, and that they [i.e. the Islamists] believed
that the Tudeh was defending the Revolution very well.
Anyway, we had a long talk. I reported the content of this
meeting to the meeting of the political bureau of the Party
and Comrade Kianoori [the then General Secretary of the
Party] welcomed it. In response to this welcome gesture, I
added that I had seen the flash of a viper’s eye in his
[Rafsanjāni’s] eyes - to which Comrade Kianoori objected
and stated: ‘Now that is idealistic.’”
Comrade Khāvari was asked whether everyone in the
Party’s leadership was in agreement with the strategy and
policies of the Party after the Revolution.
“The fact of the matter is that in the beginning, all of us [in
the leadership of the Party] were in agreement regarding
defending the Revolution in general. Considering the class
struggle that was going on in the society, we deemed the
Party’s objective as being to deepen the revolutionary
process and realise the socio-economic mantras in favour
of the interests of the working people. I believe that the
statement of the Central Committee after the attack of the
Islamic Republic’s (IRI) forces on Kordestan in 1980,
when Bāzargān was the Prime Minister, which condemned
that attack and warned of the increasingly rightwards tilt
of the regime, was the correct position. However, the Party
did not follow such positions persistently and would
change its positions subsequently. Only a small number of
comrades in the leadership of the Party - including Raf’at
Mohamadzādeh (Akhgar), Hamid Safari, Ehsan Tabari,
and I - were unhappy with the Party’s position. The late
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Comrade Tabari was a very humble and calm person and
avoided confrontation. Amidst the intensification of
pressures on the Party and the atmosphere of suppression
in the country into the 1980’s, agreeing with the Party’s
position was not easy anymore.”
On the attack on the Party:
Comrade Khāvari was asked to comment about the attack
on the Party [in the early-1980’s] and the role played by
Vladimir Kuzichkin [a Soviet KGB officer who defected
to the Tehran Station of the British MI6 intelligence
agency in 1982] and the collaboration of the governments
of Britain and the USA with the Islamic Republic regime.
“I was not in Iran at the time, so I don’t know about the
discussions in the political bureau and the reaction of the
Party’s leadership to Kuzichkin’s defection to West. It is
important to note that the Party members, particularly the
leadership, were already known to the regime. So, this
notion that Kuzichkin must have given important files
about the Party members to anyone cannot be a very valid
point. However, one thing is certain; the Western
intelligence agencies, those [intelligence agencies] of the
Iranian regime, and of the Guard Corps, in collaboration
with each other and taking advantage of this fact [the
Kuzichkin defection] organised the attack on the Party.
There is one more point worth noting here: at the time, the
Guard Corps, under the command of Mohsen Rezāei, had
suffered heavy defeats in the Iran-Iraq war and was being
heavily criticised. The leadership of the Guard Corps
needed this “domestic victory” in order to conceal its
incompetence on the war fronts.
“And about imperialism’s attempt to obliterate our Party,
I have to state that this is not a new matter. Since the
Party’s foundation, i.e. close to 80 years ago, this has been
the case. We are certain that even today the Western
intelligence agencies would closely collaborate with their
counterparts in the Iranian regime to hurt our Party and
other progressive forces. It should also be noted that
considering the documents that were recently made public
by the US and British governments, it has become clear
that right from the beginning (i.e. during the Jimmy Carter
administration), Khomeini had established close contacts
with both governments and had made promises to them
about curbing the activities of communists in Iran. Also,
you might remember that Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North
along with Robert McFarlane, both of whom were security
advisors to President Reagan, secretly came to Iran in 1986
to meet with high-ranking figures in the Iranian
authorities. Rafsanjāni mentioned this in one of his Friday
prayer sermons. What has become clear today is that
Oliver North had come to Tehran with a bible that was
signed by Reagan, a pistol, and a cake as a gift. The
purposes of this secret trip included to obtain help from the
IRI by selling some of the armaments that the IRI needed
and using the proceeds of those arms sales to finance the
Contra forces in Nicaragua, who were fighting to
overthrow the revolutionary government of that country.
This affair was later dubbed as the “Iran-Contra Scandal”
after the investigation by the US Congress. As we know,
Page 6 of 16

and as stated in the memoirs of Rafsanjāni, Hassan
Rouhani [the current IRI President] had a major role in
these negotiations.
“I would like to add one more point about the slogans of
the regime and their actions in reality. After the fall of the
apartheid regime in South Africa, a few of our comrades
in the leadership of the Party participated in the first
convention of the South African Communist Party in that
country, where Nelson Mandela was also present. At that
convention, the South African comrades informed us with the government files they had obtained - that the
Khomeini regime had secret close relations with the
apartheid regime during the P. W. Botha presidency
[1984-1989] and had purchased arms with Petro-Dollars;
i.e. from a regime that was under economic sanctions
because of its racist and anti-human policies.”
On the situation of the Party after the regime’s attacks,
and its relations with the Soviet and Afghan comrades:
“[Despite] the harsh conditions in which the Party was in
during those days, the 18th plenary meeting of the Central
Committee of the Party was able to work out a proper
course for the Party’s activities and was able to raise the
banner of the struggle once again…
“About the Afghan comrades; the fact is that they made
every effort in supporting our Party [during those tough
times] as well as helping the Organisation of the Iranian
People's Fadaian (Majority) and provided us with all they
could so we could continue our struggle against the
theocratic regime of Iran. Radio Zahmatkeshān [the
working people] was launched with the help of our Afghan
comrades. Comrade Babrak Kārmal and other comrades in
the leadership of the People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA) had high regards for our Party,
including esteemed comrades like Tabari and Nāmvar, as
well as the Party’s significant cultural-theoretical work in
spreading progressive ideas in Afghanistan. I had several
warm and friendly meetings with the leadership of the
PDPA, particularly with comrades Kārmal [Babrak
Kārmal, co-founder of the PDPA, President of
Afghanistan 1979-1986] and Dr. Najib [Mohammad
Najib, President of Afghanistan 1987-1992].
“Our Party has always had very friendly relations, based
on mutual respect, with the workers and communist parties
of the world. In the years after the regime’s raid on our
Party, our relations with the Soviet comrades and other
comrades in other socialist countries, particularly in
Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic,
were very close and comradely. However, after Gorbachev
came to power, and especially in the final years of his
government, our relationship was tarnished. They were
trying to interfere in the internal affairs of our Party and in
choosing the leadership comrades. Even during the time
when Yeltsin was in charge of the Moscow organisation of
the CPSU, they were promising to hand the official office
of our Party over to certain individuals, that triggered our
firm opposition which I conveyed to them during my
meeting with the heads of the international relations
department of the CPSU. The issue was dead after that.”
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On the current situation of the Party:
“The 80-year-old history of our Party, the oldest political
party of the nation, is a history with a lot of ups and downs
and, more importantly, is a history that is inextricably tied
with the struggles of our nation - particularly those of the
workers and working people, for freedom and social
justice. Over the past 40 years, since the victory of the
February 1979 Revolution, our Party has weathered many
deadly storms… From the dreadful raids of the regime on
the Party [in the 1980s] and the detention of thousands of
Tudeh members and supporters; through the televised
shows of confessions forced under torture to discredit the
Party; the narrating of a false history [books and articles]
overseen by the Ministry of Intelligence; [and later] the
massacre of hundreds of the Party’s leaders, cadres,
members, and supporters who were the intellectual
treasures of Iran’s labour and communist movement; the
planned separations, splits, and then collapse of the
socialist governments in East Europe; to the casting of
doubt upon the theoretical foundations of MarxismLeninism that saw a large part of the world’s left forces
dragged to the by-way of the “third way” and European
social-democracy. These were all exceptional hardships
that our Party was faced with, but Tudeh members and
supporters were able to hold the flag of their Party waving
high with their sacrifices and awareness.
“The fact that the leaders of the Iranian regime keep
attacking our Party left, right and centre, is a sign of the
powerful virtual presence of our Party in the daily struggle
in Iran. If our Party was non-existent, as claimed by the
regime’s leaders, their spending this much on propaganda
to counter it would not be necessary. Of course, this does
not mean that our Party has been able to overcome all of
its problems. We have a long way ahead of us which we
have to go through with patience and consciousness. The
security apparatus of the Iranian regime pursues a new plot
against us every day.
“One of the important tasks of our party over the past 4
decades has been to consciously and seriously concentrate
on the collective leadership of the Party. With all the
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challenges that our Party has been facing, as I mentioned
so far, the 3rd Congress of the Party was successfully held
amidst the most difficult times in 1991 - after close to 43
years [since the 2nd Congress in 1948] - and we are now
planning to hold the 7th Congress of the Party.”

On this occasion of the centenary of the formation of the
Communist Party of Iran, we once again reiterate our
solidarity and affirm that the CPI(M) will stand shoulderto-shoulder in the struggle against imperialism and for a
society free from exploitation◼

In conclusion:

French Communist Party:

“The fact is that our Party was able to organise a massive
social force in the 1940’s because it was advancing
progressive and modern ideas responding to the demands
of the workers and working people, the youth and women,
and the students of the country. Today, we have the same
task in hand; promoting progressive ideas and practical
solutions to fight the theocratic regime of Iran, and in the
meantime trying to mobilise, equip and organise social
forces in preparation for the day of the downfall of the
ruling dictatorship which will happen sooner or later. I
strongly believe in the arrival of that day and the
realisation of the demands of the overwhelming majority
of the people of our country for liberation from the
shackles of dictatorship and oppression, and for freedom,
democracy, and social justice.”◼

On the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of your Party, the
Communists of France, their
national secretary Fabien Roussel
and all of their national leadership,
wish to send you their fraternal
greetings and express their best wishes. Since its birth,
your Party has been in all the struggles for social justice,
progress, democracy and peace in Iran. Under difficult
conditions, he continued the fight against the current
regime which was crushing freedoms and suppressing
growing popular movements. You have denounced the
corruption and economic predation of the ruling class
which aggravate inequalities and poverty in Iran, and help
to make the voice of the Iranian people heard in the
struggle for their emancipation...Internationalist solidarity
is an imperative necessity when everywhere violent
austerity policies, conflicts and democratic regressions are
looming and the world is rearming. In this fight, be sure to
find the French Communist Party by your side◼

EXCERPTS FROM SELECTED GREETING MESSAGES OF
SOLIDARITY & FRIENDSHIP FROM FRATERNAL PARTIES
Communist Party of India (Marxist)

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) extends its
revolutionary greetings on the occasion of the centenary of
the formation of the Communist Party of Iran. On this
momentous occasion we greet the leadership and all the
members of the Tudeh Party, who are bravely carrying
forward the legacy of the Communist Party of Iran and
reiterate our heartfelt solidarity....The history of the
hundred glorious years of the Communist Party of Iran and
Tudeh Party, is a great source of inspiration to the
communists world over.
Your Party played an exemplary role in the fight against
imperialism, its control on the oil industry and also against
all forms of reactionary forces, including the autocratic
Shah rule. In this struggle against oppression and
exploitation, the Party attracted wide sections of the
society – workers, peasants, artists, writers, poets and
intellectuals....The crises of our times – both the Covid-19
pandemic and the global economic crisis – demonstrate the
farsightedness of the founding fathers of MarxismLeninism, by once again proving that capitalism is
inherently a crisis ridden system and does not have the
wherewithal to liberate humankind from their
miseries....We are confident that the Tudeh Party of Iran
will live up to the high expectations among the people of
Iran and resist all the efforts of ruling classes and
imperialism and live up to the glorious legacy of the
Communist Party.
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Communist Party of Mexico:
The Communist Party of Mexico salutes
the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the Communist Party of Iran. It supports
their contemporary struggle for freedom,
against oppression.
The existence of the communist parties,
with all their revolutionary characteristics, arising from the
Marxist-Leninist theory, is an indispensable condition for
the struggle of the working class for its immediate
objectives and for socialism, its historical objective◼

Communist Party of Britain:
The Communist Party of Britain
sends its solidarity and warmest
greetings to the Tudeh Party of Iran
on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the formation of
[Communist Party of Iran] on 23
June 1920… British Communists have therefore
campaigned in solidarity with our comrades in the Tudeh
Party across the last century and are aware of the immense
sacrifices you have made to secure the liberation of your
country… Over the following two decades your party kept
alive the spirit of democratic resistance in Iran and played
a key part in the revolution of 1979. It is now well
documented that it was the forces of the British state,
through its military intelligence MI6, who working with
the Khomeini regime from 1962, together with US IranContra operatives in 1986-87, assisted in the mass arrests
and subsequent murders of so many of your comrades…
We honour the heroism and steadfastness of your party’s
members. We wish you, dear comrades, our best wishes
and solidarity on this day of your anniversary◼
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Communist Party of Greece:
Please
accept
the
warm
revolutionary greetings of the
KKE for the 100th anniversary of
the founding of [Communist Party
of Iran], which was one of the first
CPs in the Middle East and West
Asia. We want to express our
support and international solidarity
with the members and cadres of the Tudeh Party of Iran,
with whole your Party as well, which for a century has
been fighting for the interests of the working class and
other popular strata of your country, defying persecution
and the repression of the bourgeois state and its
governments… We believe that through the strengthening
of the workers' and people's struggles in an anti-capitalist,
anti-monopoly direction in each country, the common
action and co-operation of the CPs at the international
level can be forged and upgraded, to strengthen the rival
awe in capitalist barbarism.
The KKE has consistently expressed its internationalist
solidarity with the Tudeh, denounced the ban on its action
and demands from the Iranian authorities the free political
action of the Communists◼

communists and progressives all over the world... On this
special occasion in the life of your fraternal party, we
reiterate our support for the legitimate aspirations of the
Iranian people for peace, democracy and human rights.
While joining the world communist movement and
progressive forces in condemning external imperialist
threats and economic sanctions by the US against Iran, that
are stirring up tensions and stoking the flames of war in
the Middle East, we believe that the fight against
imperialist schemes and for peace must be coupled with
defending the human and democratic rights of the Iranian
people... On this glorious Centenary event, we seize this
occasion to express once again our appreciation for your
party’s consistent internationalist solidarity with the Iraqi
people, democrats and Communists.
We warmly salute all the members and supporters of the
Tudeh Party of Iran on the 100th anniversary of the
Communist Party of Iran, and look forward to
strengthening and developing the special bonds of
friendship and the internationalist relations between our
two parties, as well as the historic ties between the Iranian
and Iraqi peoples, for peace, freedom, democracy and
social progress◼

Progressive Party of Working People (Cyprus):

Portuguese Communist Party:

On the truly momentous occasion of the
100th anniversary of the foundation of
the Communist Party of Iran and its
worthy successor the TUDEH Party, the
Central Committee of AKEL conveys
its warmest, fraternal and militant
greetings to the leadership, cadres and members of
TUDEH. This day is not just a day of commemoration for
Iranian communists, but for all communists throughout the
world who deeply respect and stand in solidarity with the
struggles of the Iranian communists… AKEL highly
appreciates the contribution and role played by Tudeh
Party in forging a common front of struggle in our
tormented region aiming at the peaceful resolution of
conflicts on the basis of international law, nonintervention in the internal affairs of states and the respect
of the sovereignty of states… Accept once again our
fraternal greetings and wishes for every success in all your
struggles. AKEL stands in solidarity with all your
struggles.
We salute the glorious history of struggle of the CPITudeh◼

The Portuguese Communist Party
conveys heartfelt greetings to the
Tudeh Party of Iran, on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the Communist Party of Iran, the Party
which was founded on June 23, 1920 and of which the
Tudeh Party is the worthy continuator. The history of the
Iranian Communists is a long and heroic one. The Iranian
Communists and their organizations have been banned and
persecuted by dictatorial regimes throughout most of their
century long existence... Your Party has a glorious history
of standing up for the political, economic and social rights
of the Iranian masses, of organizing the working class,
women, students and other sectors of society and of
defending the independence and sovereignty of Iran... We
greet you on this major anniversary of the Party of the
Iranian working class, which defends the interests of all
popular strata of your country. The Portuguese Communist
Party once again expresses its solidarity with the Tudeh
Party of Iran, with all communists and the working people
of Iran. We hope to further strengthen the traditional
relations of cooperation, based on mutual respect,
solidarity and common class interests, that have existed
between our Parties for many years◼

Iraqi Communist Party:
We convey the warmest
greetings
of
Iraqi
Communists on the 100th
anniversary
of
the
foundation of the Communist Party of Iran. The
celebration of this centenary event today is an occasion to
salute the heroic founders of the party of the Iranian
working class, and to honour the memory of scores of
Communist leaders and cadres who were true patriots and
sacrificed their lives for the lofty ideals of communism,
defending the just cause of the Iranian people. Their
example will continue to inspire generations of
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Communist Party of Canada:
The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Canada sends you
warm
fraternal
greetings
and
congratulations on this most auspicious
occasion marking the centenary of the
birth of the Communist Party of Iran,
now the Tudeh Party of Iran.
Like our Party, the Communist Party of Iran was born out
from the wildfire of revolutionary organization inspired by
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Lenin and the Great October Socialist Revolution. Around
the world Communist Parties were formed with the aim of
winning working-class political power and defeating
barbaric capitalism, colonialism and imperialism in the
20th century... Throughout its history, the Tudeh Party has
consistently fought for the interests of the working people,
for peace, democracy and socialism in Iran... Under
continuing illegality and repression, Iranian Communists
continue to provide revolutionary leadership in the
people’s struggles against war, reaction, and the brutal
theocratic regime... Dear Comrades, we salute you on your
100th anniversary, and wish you every success in your ongoing struggle for peace, democracy and socialism◼

South African Communist Party:
On the occasion of the centenary of the
founding of the Communist Party of Iran the forerunner of the Tudeh Party (Peoples
Party) of Iran - please accept our
revolutionary best wishes from your
fraternal party, the South African
Communist Party... Neoliberal capitalism is not just in a
crisis but is experiencing its worst crisis since the Great
Depression, one that has driven it to unprecedented levels
of belligerence and warmongering especially in the region
of the Middle East. The people of the world are yearning
for peace, universal prosperity and a much higher quality
of life. On the occasion of the centenary of the founding of
the forerunner to the leading progressive and left force in
Iranian history, we express our profound appreciation for
their legacy and struggle for a better world for all◼

Communist Party USA:
The Communist Party USA salutes the
Tudeh Party of Iran on the anniversary of
your century long struggle for the working
class of your country… In 1978, the

Tudeh party actively supported the
revolution which overthrew Shah
Mohammed Reza, and then opposed the takeover of
the revolutionary process by theocratic reactionaries.
As a result, your party was subjected to especially
savage repression, and many of your members and
leaders lost their lives.
Yet you have persisted in spite of all, and now are able
to celebrate your centenary while fighting on against
imperialism abroad and reaction at home. The
Communist Party USA sends its heartfelt
revolutionary congratulations to the Tudeh Party of
Iran on this historic occasion, and pledges it solidarity
with your party and with the Iranian people in the
years to come◼
Communist Party of Chile:
To speak of the Communist Party of Iran in
this century is to speak of a Party that, like
hundreds of other Communist and Workers'
Parties in the world, was born, strengthened
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and fought in the heat of the working masses, being an
indissoluble part of their victories and defeats... Despite
the fact that the Communist Party of Iran legally ceased to
exist, it is the Tudeh Party, the legitimate heir of the CPI,
which today raises its flags and pays tribute to its founders
and members in general... From the land of Allende and
Neruda, the Communist Party of Chile fraternally
celebrates 100 years of the Communist Party of Iran and
salutes the life and work of its founders and its martyrs
who gave their lives for a better country and a better
world◼

Communist Party of Israel:
Please allow us, on behalf of
cadres and leadership of our
Communist Party, to salute
your communist party and its
leadership on the 100th anniversary of the establishment
of your Iranian Communist Party.
The great and immense sacrifices of your communist party
and its leadership for the sake of freeing the Iranian people
from the yoke of colonialism and its allies for many years,
is a living example for all revolutionary movements
around the world... Your party continues to fight for the
sake of true independence of the Iranian people, in a fight
against Imperialism, reactionary, and all kinds of
economic blockade of which the Iranian people suffer◼

Communist Party of Ukraine:
On behalf of the Communist Party of
Ukraine let us warmly and heartily
congratulate Tudeh (People) Party as the
successor to the Communist Party of
Iran with the 100th anniversary of the
foundation of the Communist Party of
Iran - one of the oldest communist parties in the Middle
East and West Asia that was itself the successor to the
revolutionary social-democratic party in Iran, known as
Edālat (Justice), and was formally established at its first
and foundational Congress on the 23rd June 1920... We,
the Communists of Ukraine, are excited with the
unprecedented revolutionary fight of the Iranian
Communists in protecting the rights and freedoms of
workers, especially in the face of the persecution and terror
of the prevailing anti-people regimes... May friendly
relations and international solidarity between our parties
continue to develop and grow stronger for the benefit of
both parties and the working people of Iran and Ukraine◼

Communist Party of Finland:
The Communist Party of Finland salutes
the Tudeh Party of Iran on the occasion
of the Centenary of the foundation of the
Communist Party of Iran on 23 June
1920… The Communist Party of Finland
wishes success for your endeavours to
mark this important anniversary in the
history of the struggle for peace, progress, and socialism
in Iran◼
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Communist Party of Pakistan:
On behalf of the central committee and
entire Communist Party of Pakistan,
we extend our heartiest comradely
congratulations to Tudeh Party of Iran
for completing 100 glorious years of
struggle
against
imperialism,
fundamentalism and tyranny. The history of the relation
between the Tudeh Party of Iran and the Communist Party
of Pakistan is long and everlasting. Especially before the
time religious fascist regime of Iran, the comrades of
Tudeh party who were residing in Pakistan or were staying
in Pakistan for academic purposes, CPP and our students'
front had a very close working relationship with those
Tudeh comrades usually helping out each other in different
activities as well… Indeed, the history of the Communist
movements is a witness that Tudeh Party of Iran had
played the role of Vanguard in the revolution of 1979 but
by the aid of imperialist conspirators, these religious
fascist forces were set to hijack the people's revolution.
Thus, these forces eventually imposed the religious
fascism on the Iranian people… CPP also understands that
the Iranian masses have lost all hopes in the religious
fascist regime because of the present failure of their
economic and foreign policies. Indeed, only the Tudeh
Party shall be the new hope of Iranian people. CPP
believes that Tudeh Party shall successfully defeat this
religious fascist regime no matter how grave situation gets.
Tudeh Party shall be successful in organising and uniting
the masses of working-class and democratic forces under
the Tudeh leadership◼

Communist Party of Russian Federation:
The
Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Russian
Federation warmly congratulates you on
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the foundation of the Communist Party of
Iran, the first ever Marxist organization
in the country’s history. The Communist Party of Iran
since its foundation in 1920 and later through the Tudeh
Party has covered a long way of struggle for peace, human
and democratic rights, justice and socialism in Iran.
Today, solidarity and support are especially important for
the communists of all countries. We are sure that despite
all the difficulties, your party won't change the preplanned
way and keeps on strengthening the ranks and increasing
its authority in the country. We wish you revolutionary
firmness, determination and optimism in fight for the
rights of workers.◼

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ATOMIC
BOMBING OF JAPANESE CITIES
LET US RESOLVE TO GET RID OF WEAPONS OF MASS
DESTRUCTION!
6 August 6 2020
hursday, 6 August 2020 is the 75th anniversary of
the atomic bombing of the city of Hiroshima in
Japan by US military bombers. The US military
forces dropped the world's first atomic bomb, dubbed the
"Little Boy," from a B-29 bomber over Hiroshima on 6
August 1945, at the end of World War II, on the executive
order of then-President Harry Truman. The city of
Hiroshima was almost completely destroyed and tens of
thousands were killed. Three days later, on 9 August 1945,
the city of Nagasaki was also bombed by US forces, killing
tens of thousands more and destroying the city. In addition
to the nearly 250,000 people killed in the atomic bombings
of the two cities, hundreds of thousands more died of
radiation-related cancer and sicknesses in the following
years.
The atomic bombing of the two Japanese cities was the
first- and to this day, the last- use of an atomic or nuclear
bomb [in combat and on a human-inhabited area] and,
until now, only the US imperialism has used such a
weapon against another nation. The atomic bombing of the
Japanese cities under the pretext of forcing Japan to
surrender in the war marked the beginning of a new phase
of US imperialist aggression using nuclear weapons of
mass destruction that continue to threaten to destroy life
on Earth.

T

It is now completely clear that the atomic bombing of the
Japanese cities by the US military was merely intended to
demonstrate the new nuclear power of the US imperialism
to the Soviet Union, and the American nuclear domination
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of the world. The US, which emerged from World War II
with the least amount of damage and in the best economic
position, became the leader of the post-World War II
imperialist camp and intended to present itself as the main
power on the world stage, particularly in opposition to the
socialist countries, by atomic bombing of these Japanese
cities. Tus began the "Cold War" against the Soviet Union
and other countries of the then-socialist bloc and the
world's harmful arms race followed.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union and countries of the
socialist bloc in Europe, the US imperialism carried on
with the same policy. Today, the bullying tactics of the US
imperialism - which is based on the power of the dollar
and its military, as well as its new "Cold War" strategy
deployed against China - continue blatantly and intensely.
The US continues to break all the agreements for limiting
conventional as well as nuclear weapons and to develop its
arsenal and nuclear weapons - all the while reserving its
threat of a "pre-emptive nuclear strike", which is a concern
for all peace activists around the world. The world's
staggering military budgets, topped by the trillion-dollar
US military budget, are nothing but a huge waste of natural
and human resources while the socio-economic problems
and environmental issues are seriously threatening the
lives and livelihoods of the people of the world. [A
redeployment of these funds and resources] could easily
be used to solve most of the difficulties of today's world.
Every year on 6 August, a ceremony is held at the
Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park near the site of the
bombing, attended by the elderly survivors, their relatives
and friends, representatives of the Japanese government,
and peace activists from around the world. The city of
Hiroshima and its annual commemoration of the atomic
bomb victims have always been one of the main gatherings
of the world peace assemblies and the movement for
nuclear disarmament.
The people of the world and their progressive and peaceloving forces have not ceased in their struggle over the past
75 years to end the arms race; encourage disarmament,
especially weapons of mass destruction and nuclear
weapons; dismantle foreign military bases; stop military
and non-military interference by one state in another
country's internal affairs; and generally fighting the
aggressiveness of imperialist and reactionary powers. The
ruling capitalist circles of the US, which are facing a deep
systemic crisis today, coupled with a popular uprising in
that country, are in a position where they would not
hesitate to commit any crime against their own people and
the world in order to save their system of domination. The
emergence and rise of fascist methods of governing in the
US raises fears of such a catastrophe. This tragedy must be
prevented.
In the 21st century, people of the world must be able to
strive to improve their lives in peace and security, free
from the dangers posed by nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction as well as the harmful climate
change that threatens their lives. Another world, a peaceful
and prosperous world, is possible. But achieving such a
world requires a relentless mass struggle around the world
against the aggression of imperialism and reactionary
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forces. The Tudeh Party of Iran, together with all the
peace-loving and progressive forces of the world, will
continue to fight against war and aggression and for the
elimination of all weapons of mass destruction, especially
nuclear weapons, to create a world free of such weapons a peaceful, just and prosperous world - and is committed
to this struggle.

STATEMENT OF THE TUDEH PARTY OF IRAN

WE SALUTE THE HEROIC MILITANT PROJECT AND
CONTRACT WORKERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE OIL,
GAS, AND PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES THROUGHOUT

IRAN!
1 August 2020
ccording to latest reports, employees and contract
workers of the Oil, Gas and Petrochemical
Company in southern Iran have stopped working
today [Saturday 1 August] and are on strike until when
their demands are met. This action is in protest against
their dire conditions - of poverty, deprivation, wage
arrears, and poor housing - and management’s disregard of
the contract workers’ demands.
Contract workers have stopped working or stayed in their
dormitories or are gathering in front of the headquarters of
the companies at all of the following: the Parsian Sepehr
Lamerd Refinery, the Elixir Sanat Company in Tonbak
Wharf, the Sina Sanat Company in The Pars Phenol
Petrochemical Complex, the Azran Gostar Company and
the Avijeh Sanat Company in the Qeshm Heavy Oil
Refinery, the Urmia Combined Cycle, the Sabalan
Petrochemical Company, the Tanavob Company, the
Mahshahr Petrohamgam Company, the Bouali
Petrochemical Company, the Hengam Petrochemical
Company, and the Abadan Refinery of the LGC Company.
This is happening while exceptionally high temperatures
have reached 60 degrees in the oilfields.
["Contract or Project workers" in Iran describe workers
who do not have a permanent contract of employment and
the length of their employment in a workplace is fixed.
These workers are itinerant, travelling from workshop to
workshop and from city to city in the oilfields to work.
This segment of the labour force has neither employment

A
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HOW PRIVATISATION THREATENS COMMUNITY
HEALTH AND JOB SECURITY OF NURSES!
SUPPORT THE DEMANDS AND RIGHTS OF NURSES!

support nor security and is highly exposed to
unemployment as the economic conditions decline.]
According to news published in Iranian trade unions’
bulletins, workers are demanding their just wages, decent
sleeping quarters (dormitories), hygienic bathrooms and,
most importantly, on-time payment of their wages, which
are delayed for months, and insurance cover policies
which match their job specifications and not those of
unskilled workers. Prior to the strike, they had submitted
their pay demands to the employers for implementation.
The workers have vowed not to return to work until their
demands are met. At the same time, the official ILNA
news agency quoted a manager from the Qeshm Heavy Oil
refinery refuting the claims of non-payment of wages.
According to this management representative, “Workers
demands are solely for a pay rise and there are no wage
arrears. Workers had, of course, reached an agreement
with the management over their salaries but are now
claiming that they should have another pay rise”.
The start of these widespread strikes in the sensitive oil
industry coincides with the strike action of workers of the
Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Agro-industrial Complex which,
despite threats and pressures from the security and
judiciary forces, has been solid since 12 June. Fifty days
after the start of the strike, not only does the reactionary
Rouhani government ignore their demands, but the
judiciary and security forces intend to quell the voice of
thousands of Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers by making
arrests and setting up unfair trials and courts in which to
try them.
Among the demands of the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane
Complex workers are receipt of three months' salary
arrears, the extension of their social security entitlement
booklets, and clarification of the situation regarding the
uncertainty of their employment status. The workers of
Haft Tappeh also demand the return of the Haft Tappeh
Sugarcane Complex to the public sector, the reinstatement
of the sacked workers, and the release of the arrested
workers.
All progressive and freedom loving forces of the country
should use all their power to defend and support the
growing struggle of workers across Iran, linking them to
the widespread social protests against the regime's
unpopular policies, the severe economic crisis and the
escalation of poverty and deprivation of large sections of
people of our homeland.
It is only through this common struggle that the dictatorial
and unpopular regime can be forced to retreat and
surrender to the demands of the workers and toilers.◼

For Peace, Sovereignty, Freedom,
Social Justice
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From Nameh Mardom, No. 1109, 3 August 2020
s the second wave of the pandemic engulfed our
country, nurses and other Ministry of Health
employees - who are regarded as the frontline
fighters against COVID-19 - gathered and protested in
front of the Ministry building on 26 July against the lack
of job security, wages at a fifth of poverty line pay,
discrimination, employment agents/brokers and
temporary employment contracts. In addition to the
hard-working nurses, the demonstrators included
operating room staff, anaesthesiologists, laboratory
staff, psychologists, physicians, and nutritionists. The
daily death rate of about 200 of our countrymen and the
more than 9,000 infected nurses are just some of the
outcomes of the privatisation of Iran's healthcare and the
regime's policy of employment restructuring over the
last 3 decades. According to an official ILNA [Islamic
Labour News Agency] report on 12 July; "No state
hospitals have been built in a number of provinces in the
last 40 to 50 years." And, in Tehran - with a population
of 15 million and one of the largest cities in the world according to the city's governor; "After the Revolution,
only one state hospital has been built in this province."
[According to the same quote,] some hospitals are
"nearly 80 years old" and the implementation of the
destructive policy of deregulation over the last 30 years
has led to [incidents like] the recent catastrophic
explosion at Sina Mehr clinic and the death of 19
members of staff there. The deplorable conditions
created by the outbreak of the coronavirus and the
destructive economic policies of the regime have
violated not only the community at large but also the
rights of nurses.

A

The incompetence of the regime of the supreme leader
has led the country to the point that it is now facing a
second wave of the coronavirus pandemic more
widespread than the previous one in the spring.
According to the regime's own official statistics, in the
last two weeks of July there were on average 25
provinces at "red" or "cautionary" level [regarding virus
infection rates] with reports of 2,500 new COVID-19
infections daily [at national level]. According to the
official ISNA [Islamic Students News Agency], the
cases of infection up to 28 July stood at 296,273 people
with 235 deaths in the previous 24 hours and with total
deaths up to that date at 16,147 people. On 18 July,
[President] Rouhani underlined the regime's
catastrophic performance by claiming "transparency" in
stating; "It is estimated that 25 million Iranians have
been infected with the virus in the last 150 days [...] and
another 30 to 35 million will be infected". Amidst such
a critical situation and the catastrophic spread of the
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disease, on 25 July, Rouhani even went on to state; "We
are not witnessing a major crisis despite the sanctions
and coronavirus."
Workers and nurses have suffered the greatest blow
from the misguided and unpopular policies of the
regime. Members of the nursing and anaesthetic
departments of hospitals play an important role in the
treatment of the COVID-19 patients. According to
ILNA on 19 July; "More than 10,000 hospital staff in
the country have been affected by the coronavirus since
the beginning of the outbreak" and "140 members of the
medical staff have lost their lives". The report went on
to state that: "[In just one hospital,] all seven members
of the anaesthetic team have been infected with the
COVID-19 virus." Even in the first week of the Iranian
New Year, during the Nowrooz holidays, a significant
number of workers were forced to work - especially in
the oil, petrochemical and mining industries. With more
than 70% of workers earning the minimum wage, before
the approval of a level of 300,000 tomans in housing
benefit and with the wages of most workers at 2.411
million tomans per month, the Deputy Minister of
Health estimated on 16 July that the cost of "health
issues during the pandemic [for each Iranian family
was] 1.6 million tomans".
In such dire conditions, ILNA reported on 12 July that;
"Workers' body temperatures are no longer checked at
many of the industrial plants" and that "the necessary
face coverings" had not been available in the two
months prior to then. At the same time, the government
increased the prices of masks from 300 to 2000 tomans
whilst a worker's monthly wage stayed at about 2.4
million tomans. Also, according to an ILNA report on
3 July, unless transported to a hospital by an ambulance,
all insured workers and other insured employees are
treated as "outpatients" and would have to pay for their
COVID-19 test, at a price of some 700,000 tomans.
Interestingly, even after a worker is diagnosed with the
coronavirus, the test fee is not returned to them. Under
these deplorable conditions, the General Director of
Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare of Zanjan
province announced on 22 July that "889 workers of
production and industrial plants" in Zanjan province
alone had been infected with the COVID-19 virus and
that "the outbreak is spreading rapidly in more than 9
production and industrial plants".
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 in the country, nurses
have been the most important and effective force at the
forefront of the fight against the disease and have
suffered the most. According to the available statistics
and an ILNA report, on 15 July, the head of the country's
Nursing Organisation stated that the number of infected
nurses in Iran's hospitals was "9000". However, on the
same day, the secretary general of the Iranian Nursing
Association said that the number of infected nurses was
significantly more than that and cited the "severe lack
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of care facilities" at the outset of the COVID-19 disease
as the main reason for the high number of infected cases.
He mentioned the "shortage of nursing staff [and the]
forcing of overtime on the nursing staff, increasing
fatigue and high exposure of nurses" as two other
factors. Regarding the shortage of nursing staff, he said;
"There should be 5 to 6 nurses per thousand people.
This ratio is 10 per thousand in developed countries with
3 per thousand being the lowest ratio. [The ratio is 5.1
per thousand people in Iran."
At a time when tens of our country's hardworking nurses
have died in the fight against the coronavirus - with
Rouhani referring to them "service martyrs" on 23 May,
- the theocratic regime is trying to impose "89-day"
temporary employment contracts on nurses so as to
brutally exploit them further. One important example of
this violation of the labour rights and livelihood of
nurses was carried out by the Gilan University of
Medical Sciences. Following the "nurses' rejection of
the 89-day plan" in March, a number of them responded
positively to the university's second call which did not
include any time period on the employment contract.
According to an ILNA report on 16 June, in the last few
days before the expiry of 89 days, the university would
only pay the nurses' wages on the condition that they
sign a new hourly-based contract [thus retrospectively
giving effect to the 89-day contractual arrangements
that the nurses had originally rejected in March].
Nurses in Gilan province have repeatedly held protest
rallies over this injustice. Despite the spread of the
pandemic and the urgent need for nurses, on 13 July the
Ministry of Health allowed the medical universities to
sign-off on 89-day temporary employment contracts for
any required manpower from then on.
The most important demands of the nurses are the
elimination of labour agents/brokers; addressing
nursing staff shortages; ending the discrimination
between medical and nursing groups, as well as between
medical and administrative staff; and the
updating/grading of the levels of incentive benefits and
setting up of special case bonuses. The Organisation of
Medical Authorities, in their detailed letter to Rouhani
on 15 June, called for a peaceful protest to be held if the
nurses' demand were not met.
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In the second week of July, a group of nurses decided to
hold a peaceful demonstration in front of the City of
Mashad's Judiciary building where they were then
physically attacked by the regime's security forces with
10 nurses being arrested. In a large-scale protest
meeting outside the Ministry of Health on 26 July, the
protesting health workers announced; "We remind you
that our banners contain professional demands."

defenders and protectors of public health against the
coronavirus and, in addition to their pay and benefits
under normal circumstances, must receive special
benefits such as overtime double pay, increased paid
leave and incentive bonuses. These special payments
must be legally guaranteed during the coronavirus
pandemic."

The demonstrators demanded the "removal of
contracting intermediaries [labour agents/brokers] and
the transformation of their employment status into that
of a formal and contractual one […] elimination of
discrimination between formal and temporary
contracting employees [and the] equalising of salaries
for identical occupations".
The demonstrators
described the employment contracts of some of their
number as ranging between 3 months and 1 year. They
announced that "the monthly salary of a formal
employee is 6.2 million tomans" while the monthly
poverty line is recognised as being 10 million tomans.
The "Treatment Plan" employees receive a monthly
salary of 4.8 million tomans while there are those
educated to Master degrees level who receive 1.3
million tomans per month.

THE NEED FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRIKE OF THE
WORKERS OF THE HAFT TAPPEH SUGARCANE

The demonstrators put the country's current number of
temporary contract health workers at "more than
30,000" and added that "some of these have 13 to 14
years of experience but are deprived of any incentive,
bonus, overtime and other benefits". By categorising the
workforce by contract types and salary levels for
essentially the same employment position, the corrupt
theocratic regime intends to divide the employees for
maximum exploitation. Interestingly, the protesters on
26 July "included nursing, operating room, anaesthetic,
laboratory and psychology personnel as well as doctors,
nutrition specialists
amongst other
medical
professionals". At the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic, our Party, in a statement dated 26 February
2020 entitled "The health and job security of workers
and toilers must be protected against the coronavirus",
emphasised the important role of nurses - stating that
"Nurses and Health care workers, are frontline
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On 21 July, Massoud Khansari, head of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, announced that 60 percent of
the population was below the poverty line. Nurses and
health workers have been living in poverty in recent
years as a result of the unpopular economic policies.
Privatisation of health has led to a reduction in nurses'
wages and the conversion of these toilers into cheap
labour for the private sector and other domestic and
foreign businesses. The unpopular theocratic regime
needs to provide very cheap labour in order to auction
off national resources and attract imperialist capital.
Priority should be given to organising the sporadic
protests and formation of a united and widespread
struggle to end the regime's economic policies - and
with it the regime outright.◼

COMPLEX AND EXPOSING THE CONNIVANCE OF THE

THEOCRATIC REGIME
30 July 2020
he Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers' strike has
lasted [over] 40 days and is now almost 2months-old. The struggle and steadfastness of
the workers has continued despite the various
deceptive policies of the government of the
Islamic Republic. So far, government officials have not
responded to the just demands of the workers and, in
response to the strike, they have pursued a policy of
diverting and eroding away the protest with specific
objectives.

T

On the 44th day of the strike, as expected, we were met
with a calculated and purposeful response from the
[Islamic Republic’s] judiciary. A spokesman for the
judiciary told a news conference on 28 July that; "The
judiciary has taken all measures to ensure that the
workers' rights are upheld and that the company
[operations] remain in place [...] Most workers are
working […] The issues of management breaches and
the privatisation of the company are also being pursued
[...] The follow-ups will continue until the problems of
Haft Tappeh are resolved." (Shahrvand newspaper, 29
July 2020)
We can see the regime’s hidden agenda when we look
closely at the position of the judiciary. At the same time
as the judiciary’s response, it was announced that a
delegation from the [Iranian] parliament will go to
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Khuzestan province to address the issues. One of the
obvious features of the policy taken by the government,
security forces, parliament and judiciary is to divert the
protest by lessening the workers' demands - away from
an outright stop to the privatisation process, towards
opposition to the modes of privatisation and the
respective stakeholders instead. Although this trick has
not been effective so far, it is still being carefully
pursued. The policy of eroding the strike is another ploy
of the regime. The management and the Islamic Labour
Councils, in collaboration with the security agencies
and the judiciary, have deployed their resources in
various ways to demonstrate the ineffectiveness of the
right to strike. For the itself ineffective regime of the
Supreme Leader, portraying the ineffectiveness of the
right to strike as a useful weapon of the working class
and toilers in the struggle to secure trade union and
political interests in this critical situation is an
inescapable and strategic goal. Hence, the aim of the
security forces is to curb the labour protests and to limit
them to the form of scattered and separate rallies so that
they do not develop into full industrial actions from the
organising point of view. The current experience of the
Haft Tappeh workers' strike, and the other protests that
have taken place in recent weeks in some important
large and medium-sized industrial centres throughout
the country, prove the fact that the yellow government
organisations, big capitalists, security agents and
corrupt infiltrators have all mobilised their apparatuses
and resources to give the message to the dissatisfied
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working masses that the right to strike is an irrelevance
and ineffective for them in any case.
This deceptive and divisive policy of the Supreme
Leader’s regime against the labour and trade union
movement must be fought with a broad united action.
Trade union campaigners and all labour rights activists
can and must support the outcry of the Haft Tappeh
striking workers and their like. Strengthening the
labour and trade union movement is possible by
intensifying the struggle and promoting the level of
organisation and independence of class action. Lastly,
the key point - and one that we must always emphasise:
The labour and trade union movement regulates,
interprets and pursues its struggle within the framework
of the interests of the popular movement against the
theocratic dictatorship!
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